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Synopsis: The noted urbanist Jane Jacobs is the only thinker ever to have reworked
the most basic foundations of economic, and to some extent political, theory
from the standpoint of the new science of complexity. Since the variegated
authorship and form of the Greek Orthodox Holy Week cycle make it also
an instance of such non-linear order, and since its central drama concerns the
clash of King and po/is, I wondered whether the deeper algorithms animating
its structure could be applied to the city and the state. In other words, both
the explicit theological messages of the Week and its underlying form contain
encoded directions for the proper organization of civil society, once both
society and liturgy are understood to be examples of complex self-
organization. The formulation of an Orthodox Christian political and
economic theory relevant for Orthodox countries confronting the
contemporary pressures of economic and political globalization follows.
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