
                HOLY CROSS SPRING 2015 ELECTIVES 
 
CHST-6051 Eastern Christianity and Islam                             Dr. James Skedros 
For much of their history, Christians of the Middle East have lived within societies dominated religiously and 
politically by Islam. This course will examine the historical, political, and social dimensions of the various Eastern 
Christian Churches which have lived under Islam since the seventh century focusing primarily on Christians under the 
Umayyads, Abbasids, Fatimids, and Ottomans. Prior to this examination, however, the first third of the class will be 
devoted to a historical overview of the rise and spread of Islam from the Arabian Peninsula in the seventh century to 
the height of Ottoman rule in the eighteenth century. Particular attention will be given to the legal status of Christians 
under Islamic law. The contemporary situation of Christians in the Middle East will also be discussed. 
*This course fulfills the Ecumenism/World Religions requirement.  
 
CHST-6250 Women and Christianity                   Dr. D. Prassas 
This course will focus on the lives of Christian women beginning in the first century CE, and moving through the early 
Christian period, the Byzantine and Medieval periods, and the modern period, ending with an account from the mid-
twentieth century. The course will end with a discussion of a contemporary issue in the lives of Christian women, 
exploring the issue from the Protestant, the Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox perspectives. Primary source 
material by and about women are the course readings.  
 
CHST-7701 Seminar on Orthodox-Roman Catholic Relations               Rev. Dr. T. FitzGerald 
Following a review of the issues of alienation and schism, the course will examine the documents of the contemporary 
bilateral dialogues between the Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. 
*This course fulfills the Ecumenism/World Religions requirement. 
 
CLAW-7200     Primacy in the Church: The Position of the Moscow                             Bishop Kyrillos of Abydos 

 Patriarchate on the Ravenna Document                                                                                                                       
The Ravenna Document is a common declaration released by the Joint International Commission for the Theological 
Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church (issued on 13 October 2007).  The document 
deals primarily with the canonical order of the Bishop of Rome in the Pentarchy of the Patriarchs.  In December 2013, 
six years after the Ravenna Document, the Moscow Patriarchate published a statement in response to the arguments of 
Moscow’s statement and to highlight why, according to the Holy Canons and the Canonical Tradition of the Orthodox 
Church, these claims cannot be accepted. 

 
DOGM-7552  St. John Damascus                               Rev. Dr.  E. Clapsis 
A study of the classic exposition of the Orthodox Faith. 
 
ECGK-7932  Readings in Patristic Greek                 Dr. E. Holmberg 
A concentrated study and translation of texts in the original selected from the writings of St. Athanasios, St. Basil, and 
St. Gregory the Theologian.  Prereq: New Testament Greek I and II or special permission from the instructor. 
    
ETHC-7345  Science, Economy and Liturgy                 Dr. T. Patitsas 
This course attempts to apply recent developments in Complexity Theory and Emergence Theory to social ethical 
concerns such as economic justice, just governance, and philanthropy.  At that same time, it seeks to offer a theological 
interpretation of the cosmological accounts provided by these sciences.     
 
LITG-6355  Sacrament of Initiation                              Rev. Dr. P. Zymaris  
We will examine initiation (baptism, chrismation, and the Eucharist) from a historical, theological, liturgical, and 
pastoral point of view. 
 
NEWT-6300       The Church in Corinth:  Exegesis of 1 and 2 Corinthians                    Dr. B. Beck 
This course will focus on the interpretation of St. Paul’s letters to Corinth (1 and 2 Corinthians).  By focusing on 
Corinth, the student will be able to take advantage of historical and archeological studies about one particular urban 
locale.  In addition, the course will utilize literary-critical studies of these letters, with the goal of understanding these 
epistles more clearly.  In addition, the epistle will be studied alongside both patristic and contemporary commentaries.  
The student will be encouraged to utilize the Greek text.  The course will also pay attention to the life of St. Paul, since 
this correspondence offers multiple letters through which to view his life and ministry.  Lastly, the Corinthian epistles 
offer the student an excellent opportunity to study St. Paul’s methods of biblical exegesis, and how he used scripture 
for pastoral purposes.  Therefore, the course will explore Paul’s hermeneutics and its implications for pastoral use of 
Scripture today. 



 
NEWT-7007        Advanced NT Exegesis: the Sunday Lectionary                                      Dr. B. Beck 
This is a course on Advanced Exegesis Methods focused on the Sunday lectionary readings within their liturgical 
context.  Each class the students will present her or his exegesis orally to the class, which will show a balance between 
historical, academic sources and a history of tradition approach, utilizing patristic and hymnological writings.  This 
course builds on the skills learned in the required exegesis course, which is a prerequisite for this advanced course.  
Exegesis will be based on the Greek text with English translations. 
 
This course will focus on the art of interpreting Scripture, both as it has been done historically, as well as how it might 
be done in the Church today.  The course seeks to integrate three complimentary areas or approaches to exegesis: 1)to 
gain an appreciation for the weekly cycle of Gospel and Epistle readings within the lectionary of the Greek Orthodox 
Church;  2) to be introduced to theories and methods of biblical interpretation, both contemporary academic and 
patristic; and 3) to provide a structured environment in which the student will be encouraged to practice each week 
these foundational skills used in biblical exegesis, practicing this art within the larger context of equipping the students 
to use these skills for teaching, preaching, and personal spiritual formation.  The course, therefore, has a very practical 
side, as it explores how these diachronic interpretations might be useful models to teach the stewards of God’s word 
today. 
 
PAST-6052             Marriage and Family                                                                               Dr. K. FitzGerald 
This course will examine the Orthodox theological understanding of marriage and family.  It will include a focus on 
the characteristics of both healthy and unhealthy relationships.  Issues which negatively affect marital and family 
relationships, such as addictions, as well as psychological, verbal, physical, and sexual abuse, will be examined.  
Attention will also be given to clergy marriages and the issue of clerical “burnout.”  The role of the pastoral caregiver 
in ministering to marriages and families will be emphasized. 
 
PAST-7361              Introduction to Orthodox Missiology                                                    Rev. L. Veronis  
Will study the biblical, theological, liturgical and historical perspective of orthodox missiology, emphasizing how 
missions should be an essential element of the Orthodox Church’s identity – on the individual, local parish, and 
archdiocesan level.  We will discuss the various missiological methods and characteristics throughout the centuries.  
We will be introduced to the latest concepts and debates in missiological circles, looking at world statistics, unreached 
peoples, the 10/40 window, tent-making, evangelism to closed countries, and mobilizing the local church to respond to 
the needs of today. 
 
PAST-7015              Pastoral Counseling: Theory and Practice                                          Dr. P. Mamalakis  
Listening is at the heart of pastoral counseling.  Yet what the pastor/minister hears is shaped by his or her theoretical 
orientation, belief system, worldview, and lived experience.  This course seeks to give students the opportunity to 
study different pastoral counseling theories as they go beyond the limits of their own stories in the context of 
practicing foundational counseling skills.  
    
PATR-6211              Byzantine Fathers                                                                                  Rev. Dr. G. Dragas 
This course covers the Orthodox Fathers and synods of the Byzantine era from the ninth century to the capture of 
Constantinople (1453).  It also focuses on the study of some key texts from this period.  
    
PATR-7474              St. Athanasius’ Theological Legacy                                                     Rev. Dr. G. Dragas 
This seminar is designed to explore the basic Trinitarian and Christological doctrines of this great theologian who 
provided the orthodox standards against the heresies of Arianism and Nestorianism.   
 
PATR-7755               The Philokalia                                                                                        Fr.  Maximos 
The Philokalia is a collection of Orthodox spiritual writings consisting of both extracts and whole works of thirty-six 
Church Fathers and ecclesiastical writers from the fourth through the fifteenth century.  Compiled on Mt. Athos in the 
eighteenth century, it was soon translated into Slavonic, after which a number of Russian translations appeared.  It has 
exerted profound influence on modern Orthodox spirituality – in Russia from the late eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, and in the West especially from the 1950s – and is now generally recognized as a definitive expression of 
the ascetic and spiritual tradition of the Orthodox Church.  Taking advantage of recent scholarly breakthroughs in the 
study of the Philokalia, this course will begin by considering the collection’s spiritual and historical background, 
followed by a close reading (in English translation) and study of select works from the Philokalia, with special 
attention to key themes including the Prayer of the Heart.    
  
      


