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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,

The Feasts of the All-Glorious Resurrection and Ascension 
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ have passed, and we 
enter into Holy Pentecost, “the last of days” (Acts 2:17), 
the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation.

In the Old Testament, Shavuot (Πεντηκοστή) celebrated 
the original wheat harvest in the land of Israel, and later, 
the giving of the Torah to Moses by God on Mount Sinai. 
The Book of Ruth was (and still is) read, connecting her 
coming to Israel at the approximate time of Shavuot and 
her acceptance of Judaism as analogous to that of Israel 
to God’s Torah. Old Testament tradition further claims 
that King David was born and died on this day.  

From these accounts, on this one day, we see the Old and New Testament connection to 
God’s harvest, law, and primary human ancestor, who, by no coincidence, was buried 
adjacent to the Upper Room, where Church tradition holds that both the Last Supper and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Holy Pentecost took place.

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit — the Holy Trinity — all acting 
historically, methodically, and perfectly for our salvation is revealed on this day! And, 
most importantly, continues to act in our own time today.

As in the time of the Apostles, we, as Orthodox Christians, are called to celebrate and 
cultivate a new harvest, not of grain but rather of gentile believers. God’s law is now 
replaced by faith and works in Jesus Christ, the King of Heaven, and our partaking of the 
Holy Eucharist. His promised gift to us is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel, the coming 
of the Spirit, whereby everyone in every language everywhere has the opportunity to 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and Messiah — born, died, risen, ascended, and 
coming again — that we may forever be joined with Him in His Eternal Kingdom.

On Holy Pentecost, the Church, like the trees and fields, adorns itself with greenery, 
signifying the Life-Giving Spirit and the seasons of spring and summer, offering all of us a 
time to reflect and relax as we can.

My prayer for each of you is to remain healthy and safe, enjoying time with family and 
friends, and remembering always the salvific journey we have undergone from the 
Nativity of Our Lord to Holy Pentecost. I pray you remember also our school and our 
graduates, many of whom are already working and being ordained and serving in parishes 
throughout our country, that God will continue to bless our Church and our country.

With love in Christ always,

Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, DMin
President

DONATE
www.hchc.edu/donate
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HCHC CELEBRATES ITS 75TH COMMENCEMENT

Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
conducted its 75th Commencement exercises on its campus on 
Saturday, May 20, in the Pappas Gymnasium.
 
“Surely this is a proud day not only for our school, but most 
importantly, for the Orthodox Church in America and our society,” 
said Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, HCHC President. “The young 
men and women receiving degrees and certificates today will go 
forward as the new spiritual warriors for Christ and leaders in their 
chosen fields.”
 
A total of 52 graduates received degrees and certificates, including 
18 Bachelor of Arts, 22 Master of Divinity, 9 Master of Theological 
Studies, and 3 Master of Theology degrees. Two Certificates in 
Byzantine Music were also awarded. George M. Logothetis, Chairman 
and CEO of the Libra Group, and Rev. Fr. George Poulos, long-serving 
pastor of the Church of the Archangels in Stamford, CT, and Pomfret 
graduate, were awarded honorary doctorates from Hellenic College 
and Holy Cross respectively.
 
“It was a joy to honor both Mr. Logothetis and Rev. Fr. Poulos,” 
continued Rev. Fr. Christopher. “Two men with distinct callings and 
one spirit in Christ accomplishing so much for the good of civilization 
in their lives.”
 
The day began with Orthros and Archieratical Divine Liturgy in 
Holy Cross Chapel. His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of 
America, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, was 
the main celebrant. Present in the altar, as well as for graduation 
ceremonies, were His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston, 
former President of HCHC, His Eminence Metropolitan Savas of 
Pittsburgh, and His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San 
Francisco.  Concelebrating clergy included Rev. Fr. Christopher and 
local and national priests and deacons. A memorial service for the 
repose of Christine S. Karavites, long-serving HCHC Board member 
and Secretary, was chanted at its conclusion.
 

“I truly believe that Hellenic College Holy Cross is really the heart 
and mind of our Church in America,” said His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios, Geron of America. “May God continue to bless this school 
and all of its graduates, so that they, together with all of the devout 
clergy and laity of our Archdiocese, may worthily serve Our Lord and 
all mankind.”
 
Offering greetings at the Commencement exercises were Jeannie 
Ranglas, First Vice-President of the National Greek Orthodox 
Ladies Philoptochos Society, and George S. Tsandikos, Chairman of 
Leadership 100.
 
Valedictorians Jonathan Gardner, graduating from Hellenic College, 
and Bryce Buffenbarger, receiving his Master of Divinity degree from 
Holy Cross, were received with thunderous applause before and after 
their speeches. “HCHC is like a garden, with the tree of life planted in 
our midst,” said Jonathan, who urged his fellow graduates to reflect 
on the special quality of life on the Holy Hill and “take this sacred time 
with you.” Bryce described the education he and others have had as 
“a transformational experience.” Both valedictorians highlighted the 
strong relationships they and other students have formed here as a 
gift that will endure throughout their lives.

Hellenic College conferred the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Humanities on George M. Logothetis, Chairman of the multinational 
Libra Group, for his brilliant entrepreneurship and deep commitment 
to philanthropy on a global scale. In his address to the graduates, 
Mr. Logothetis said, “You are at the heart of the moral leadership of 
the future at a time in the world where there have been progressive 
erosions to morality...My commencement wish for you is that you all 
lead not just happy, but worthy lives. To be defined by the wealth of 
your character and not the worth of your pocket. To learn to love 
others and allow others to love you.”
 
Rev. Fr. George Poulos, unable to attend the ceremony, was awarded 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Holy Cross for his 
many decades of service to the Church and to HCHC. His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America, paid tribute to him as a 
“legendary priest” who, as the degree citation states, is “a shining 
example of what a most devoted priest of the Church and a proud 
American should be.”

See more photos on pages 6 and 7. Additional photos and video 
of HCHC's 75th Commencement exercises are available online at  
www.hchc.edu/commencement.
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GEORGE M. LOGOTHETIS ADDRESS

Your Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron 
of America, Hierarchs, Rev. Fr. Christopher 
Metropulos, Members of the Board of Trustees, 
Clergy, Distinguished Guests, Graduates 
of Hellenic College Holy Cross, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 
 
I am grateful. Humbled. Flattered. Thankful. 
Particularly grateful, as I myself never went  
to university.
 
And I would like to begin by congratulating you 
all on graduating. So much work, dedication, 
and effort coming together. We all celebrate 
your achievements of today. But what of your 
achievements of tomorrow? Because today 
represents not only the end of something 
but the beginning of something else. The 
commencement of your new lives.
 
You are at the heart of the moral leadership of 
the future at a time in the world where there 
have been progressive erosions to morality. The 
burden partly rests on your shoulders to resolve 
those deficits. And I believe it will be greatly up 
to you to define and redefine that morality.
 
How important is a social compass? How 
necessary is it to strive for ideals? How crucial is 
it for you to aspire to inspire others?

My commencement wish for you is that you 
all lead not just happy, but worthy lives. To be 
defined by the wealth of your character and not 
the worth of your pocket. To learn to love others 
and allow others to love you. To recognize 
the endurance that empowering others instills 
versus the ceiling that controlling others can 
create. To understand one’s existence in the 
context of history and that of one’s forefathers 
what sufferings of the past have earned or 
granted our freedoms of the present. That 
knowledge alone inoculates against any 
temptations of ingratitude.
 
This manifests itself when one recognizes and 
embraces the debt we all have to those who 

have come before us and how this is married to 
the responsibility and duty that we inherently 
possess to those who come after us. The further 
you go back, the more difficult and oppressive 
life was to see the burdens of accumulated 
and imposed destiny as an opportunity to walk 
down the path of greatness and goodness.
 
For there is a deep well of latent greatness 
that resides within us all — within all of you. A 
renewable source of positive energy that can 
be tapped when one believes in what one does, 
when one gives more than one takes.
 
When you make something out of nothing, yet 
then give to somebody who has nothing. That 
is worthy. That endures. And the worthiest of 
giving is advice, leadership, understanding, and  
belief.
 
The greatest gift you can give is the gift of 
belief in those who have not been believed in. I 
suggest to you — what are you going to do to 
limit the suffering of those around you and not 
what will that suffering limit you from doing 
for yourselves? Be messengers of humanity. Be 
conduits of hope.
 
Why is it that one can meet people who have 
everything but hope and others who have 
nothing but hope. Hope is belief. Hope is a 
state of mind. It will be your task to instill hope 
where it is in short supply. This will be the 
underpinning of a worthy life.

I would also like to talk to you about two very 
powerful Greek words — aristia and dinopathia.
 
In the late 1970s, my father had made 
something out of nothing. He had built a small 
shipping company built on wit and will, brains 
and belief. Late one night a vessel, the Aegean 
Harmony, was in terrible trouble, caught in a 
Force 12 hurricane. On the verge of sinking, 
the crew was ready to abandon ship and take 
their chances in the dark and dangerous ocean. 
Captain Panagioti called my Dad and said 
one word: Dinopathoume. Just one word. But 
it said it all. It means the highest degree of 
suffering before death. An ancient word. The 
captain, through his excellence and leadership, 
managed to save the ship and crew — aristia —
but we will come to that later. My brothers and 
I grew up with this story and an appreciation 
for this word.
 
Many of you will be on the front lines of human 
dinopatheia. People will turn to you, rely on you, 
look up to you. Search for your moral leadership 
and your worthy counsel.

Aristia means excellence. In a more ancient 
way than our today’s perception of excellence. 
What is excellence? It is the striving for aristia 
that is aristia. It is retaining one’s faith when 
all around you have lost it.  It is standing tall 
against tyranny, instead of kneeling to it. It is 
staying positive when there is no reason to be 
and avoiding being negative when there is every 
reason to be. If there is no light in one’s world, 
then it is the ability to manufacture light. It is 
hearing of young students from this university 
volunteer to help, empathize, lead, and teach 
others who are less fortunate.
 
Perhaps the ceiling of excellence is the ability 
to constantly inhale injustice, yet never waver 
from exhaling goodness and greatness? Maybe 
even the purest form of aristia is simply giving,  
listening, and showing compassion for those 
who dinopathoun. If you can merge these two 
ancient Greek words in a modern way, maybe 
you can lead the way.

One of the paradoxes of those who volunteer is 
that they become enriched through giving. They 
broaden their minds, enhance their empathy, 
gain gratitude for what they have. Instead of 
being tempted by the natural human tendency 
or affliction to be ungrateful for what one does 
not have.

Exposure to suffering does that to you. It 
reinforces gratitude and elevates empathy. 
Giving beats taking.

Our own progress as humans is only relative to 
where we have come from and our own pain 
only relative to that of our neighbors. And when 
you invariably get put down, looked down upon 
— when difficulty strikes — rejoice in the notion 
that this is what defines you, distinguishes you. 
This is your opportunity to stand taller, broader, 
and wiser. Convert the difficulty into progress. 
Retain your faith. Be the better person. Never 
give up. Never give up!
 
So to the graduates today, I encourage you 
always to look at life through the lens of 
possibility. To spend your lives trying to convert 
those possibilities into probabilities.
 
To serve  and never to rule. Never rule! Always 
serve — your families, your communities, your 
faith, and your country — the greater world.  
Yourselves.
 
Aristia!

See more Commencement photos on pages 6 
and 7 and at www.hchc.edu/commencement.

The following is a transcript of the address delivered by George M. Logothetis upon receiving the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Humanities from Hellenic College at the 75th Commencement of Hellenic College Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology on Saturday, May 20, 2017.  
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The HCHC Alumni Association honored three of its own as Alumni 
of the Year at a celebratory dinner on May 18 under a tent atop the 
Holy Hill. Over the years since they graduated, these remarkable 
individuals have, in different ways, faithfully served the Greek 
Orthodox Church in America and their alma mater, rightly earning 
the respect and love of all who know them.
 
HCHC President Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos told the large 
audience of alumni and friends, which included the 25th reunion class 
of 1992 and the tenth of 2007, that “HCHC alumni are the lifeblood 
of our Church throughout the country and around the world…This is 
your school and your home.” HCHC Alumni Association President Rev. 
Fr. Demetrios Costarakis, echoed those sentiments and introduced 
the first honoree, His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San 
Francisco, who, he said, “was a father figure for many of us when we 
were here.”
 
His Eminence graduated from both Hellenic College (1973) and Holy 
Cross (1976) with high honors, then went on to fill many roles at 
HCHC, including Dean of Students and Director of Admissions. During 
his tenure as Dean of Students, he was instrumental in the success of 
numerous programs benefiting future priests and their families and 
supporting the emotional and spiritual growth of all students.
 
“I was given the great privilege of serving the school in a variety of 
capacities,” His Eminence said. “I have done what all alumni should 
do—support the school, so that it can thrive and grow.” He added that 
“there is a great deal of love on this Holy Hill.”
 
Honored with His Eminence as Alumni of the Year were Rev. Fr. 
Vassilios Bebis and Presv. Chrysoula Kourkounti. Fr. Vassilios 
graduated from Hellenic College in 1992 and from Holy Cross in 
1995, the same year Presv. Chrysoula graduated from Hellenic 
College. Both went on to earn advanced degrees in theology and 
counseling psychology, respectively. They are celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary this year.
 
Fr. Vassilios has served as presiding priest at St. Nectarios Church 
in Roslindale, Massachusetts, for fifteen years and is a member the 
Metropolis of Boston committee for Philoxenia House. However, his 

service to the Orthodox Church extends well beyond Boston through 
his involvement with the Sophia Institute at Columbia University/
Union Theological Seminary and the Orthodox Metropolitanate of 
Hong Kong and Southeast Asia.
 
Presv. Chrysoula Kourkounti serves as the Community Engagement 
and Career Services Coordinator at HCHC. She has many years 
of experience as a social worker and as a clinical art therapist for 
abused and developmentally challenged children and adults with a 
history of trauma.

Recalling their student days, when they were far from their native 
Greece, Fr. Vassilios said, “We had no family in America, but this 
is not just a school—it’s a family…We remember the kindness of 
Archbishop Demetrios, who was always teaching us—not only with 
his scholarship, but with his example.” He and Presv. Chrysoula also 
expressed gratitude to Metropolitan Gerasimos, who was Dean of 
Students then, and to Metropolitan Methodios, who was President, 
for their support and guidance.
 
In closing remarks, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of 
America, observed that “the main characteristic of the Church is 
continuity, and this school is an example of that—one generation 
succeeds another. This school combines the continuity, the tradition, 
the unbroken line.”

HCHC HONORS 2017 ALUMNI OF THE YEAR

COMMENCEMENT 2017

Members of the Holy Cross 25th reunion class of 1992
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GREAT VESPERS AND STAVROPHORIA

Congratulations to our 34 Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology graduates, who received 
their crosses during Great Vespers and Stavrophoria on Friday, May 19. Members of the class of 2017 are 
pictured here with His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America, His Eminence Metropolitan 
Savas of Pittsburgh, His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, His Grace Bishop Ilia of 
Philomenion, and Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, HCHC President.

MDiv | Bryce Buffenbarger, Daniel Christ, Gregory Gounardes, Jason Ivey, Nicholas Junes, Alexander Limberatos, 
Nicholas Livingston, George Mastakas, Emmanuel Melonakos, Sotirios Michalatos, Curtis Mitchell, Sebastian Mot,  
David Mynihan, Theodosios Palis, Antonios Papathanasiou, Jordan Parro, James Peers, Seraphim Ramos, Jamil Samara, 
Brian Stefanović, John Strzelecki, and Christopher Zaferes

MTS | Roger Bryant, Jonathan-Vladimir Howry, John Thomas Livick-Moses, Elise Morfas, Nicholas Moutopoulos, 

Lindsey Pappas, Katy Soteria Vicory, Yongjia Yuan, and John Zecy

ThM | Michael Mercado, Jonathan Resmini, and Rev. Fr. Mike Sarkissian

The cross bestowed upon each graduate is rich with sacred symbolism. It 
depicts the eagle associated with the Apostle and Evangelist St. John the 
Theologian, patron saint of our School of Theology. The eagle holds open 
the Bible, with the first words of the Gospel according to St. John inscribed 
there: “In the beginning was the Word.” The letters embossed on each arm 
of the cross are the first of each word in the school’s name as rendered in 
Greek: Theological School [of the] Holy Cross. The ceremony dates back 
to 1956 and the first graduation held under the leadership of Bishop (later 
Archbishop) Athenagoras Kokkinakis, who designed the cross.

COMMENCEMENT 2017
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COMMENCEMENT 2017
Scenes from Commencement Week on the Holy Hill  

View video and browse additional photos at www.hchc.edu/commencement.
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When Joshua Cardoza arrived on campus as a Hellenic College 
freshman four years ago, he had not been a full-time student 
since graduating from high school—32 years earlier. He had 
never used a computer, never written a serious paper, never felt 
that higher education was for him. Yet he has just completed the 
honors program and received his Bachelor of Arts degree with 
distinction. This fall, Joshua will return to enter the Master of 
Divinity program at Holy Cross. His story demonstrates vividly 
that it is never too late to find and pursue one’s true calling.
 
Joshua went to work right out of high school, beginning as 
a laborer at a quarry and working his way up to being the 
foreman. He enjoyed a happy, comfortable life with his wife, 
Angie, and their three daughters in Santa Cruz, California. He 
had been baptized Roman Catholic, but the family attended a 
Protestant church until an acquaintance with an Orthodox 
priest set Joshua on a new path. “I can’t explain it,” he says, “but 
something powerful happened. Once I went to an Orthodox 
church, I knew I was home.”
 

About five years later, Angie’s job transfer took the family to 
Utah, where they joined Prophet Elias Church in the Salt Lake 
City area. “It was such a welcoming parish, and Fr. Michael 
Kouremetis became my spiritual father and closest confidant. 
One day he introduced me to a man who had grown up in that 
parish. It was Greg (now Fr. Gregory) Floor, who had come back 
as Director of Admissions for HCHC to give a presentation about 
the school. When Fr. Michael, who graduated from Hellenic and 
Holy Cross, introduced me to him, he said, ‘This is Joshua—
he’s supposed to be a priest.’ I had never mentioned to him my 
growing desire to be a priest, but it was as if God was speaking 
to me through Fr. Michael.”
 
By the end of the presentation, Joshua knew that he had to go to 
Hellenic College Holy Cross, but didn’t think he could ask Angie 
to make the immense sacrifice of leaving behind the fine life 
they had in Utah, not to mention their two older daughters. Then 
one day Angie, who has been his love and greatest supporter 
since high school and “always given me the strength to follow 
my dreams,” told him, “You need to go to Holy Cross—you are 
meant to be a priest.”
 
Of course, Joshua had to enroll first in the College—not that 
easy for someone who had not sat in a classroom for decades, 
never mind a classroom full of people young enough to be his 
children. If getting in was hard, getting going as a student was 
even harder, but Joshua began to gain confidence along with 
knowledge. “After the first year, I knew I could do it by working 
hard and trusting God day to day.” Hellenic College professor 
Dr. Alice McIntyre, under whose direction Joshua wrote his 
honors thesis, describes it as “a document that reflects Josh’s 
grit, grace, gumption, and all-out commitment to his academic 
and spiritual development.” 

MEET JOSHUA CARDOZA 
HELLENIC COLLEGE RELIGIOUS STUDIES PROGRAM, CLASS OF 2017

COMMENCEMENT 2017

Rev. Fr. George Poulos, a 1948 graduate of Holy Cross, was unable 
to attend Commencement, at which he was awarded an honorary 
Doctorate of Divinity degree in absentia. However, he and his 
family later traveled from their home in Stamford, Connecticut, 
for a special ceremony in Holy Cross Chapel at which Dr. James 
Skedros, Dean of Holy Cross, presented Rev. Fr. Poulos with 
the citation and diploma pertaining to the honor, as well as the 
doctoral hood and cap.

REV. FR. GEORGE POULOS RECEIVES HONORARY  
DOCTORATE IN SPECIAL CEREMONY
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Rev. Fr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
led a Bible translation workshop in Bucharest, Romania, 
from May 15-20. The workshop is part of an online master’s 
program organized by the NIDA Institute (American Bible 
Society) and Link Campus University in Rome. Rev. Fr. 
Pentiuc was the instructor for the first module, “The Role 
of the Bible in Orthodoxy.” Students in the program from 

Romania, Greece, Russia, Serbia, and Albania attended 
the Bucharest workshop at which biblical scholars from 
Romania and Greece presented papers related to the art and 
science of Bible translation.

While in Bucharest, Rev. Fr. Pentiuc was received in an official 
audience by His Beatitude Daniel, Patriarch of Romania, 
who conferred upon Rev. Fr. Pentiuc the Order of St. John 
Chrysostom in recognition of his contribution to Orthodox 
theology in America. His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and the Dean of the St. Serge Orthodox 
Institute in Paris are among the few other recipients of this 
prestigious award. 

Rev. Fr. Pentiuc was also interviewed by Trinitas TV, the 
only 24/7 station in the Orthodox world. Segments of the 
two-hour interview aired during nine episodes of Trinitas 
programming. Rev. Fr. Pentiuc spoke on topics such as 
his ongoing work on the prophet Hosea, the relationship 
between the Old and New Testaments, the role of the Bible 
in the Orthodox Church, and the first digital Study Bible, 
The Bible in its Traditions, created by the École biblique 
in Jerusalem, to which Rev. Fr. Pentiuc contributed a new 
translation with footnotes of the Book of Hosea (forthcoming 
from Peeters Press).

REV. FR. PENTIUC LEADS WORKSHOP IN BUCHAREST

The Elementary Education Program at Hellenic College 
culminates in a fifteen-week intensive practicum in which 
seniors in the program teach in local public schools. Adjunct 
Instructor Sarah Quatrale has participated in the practicum 
component for over a decade. Professor Alice McIntyre, who 
directs the Elementary Education Program, says, “Sarah has 
been a really important part of the faculty for a long time” 
because she not only teaches undergraduate courses in the 
methodology of teaching but has taught fourth and fifth grade 
in several Boston public schools for 18 years. Currently, she 
is a fifth-grade teacher at the Mary Curley Elementary and 
Middle School in Jamaica Plain, close to the HCHC campus.

Asked why she has chosen to teach children in those middle 
elementary grades, Ms. Quatrale says, “I love it that they’re 
mature and expressive enough by then that you can really find 
out what they’re like. I feel that I can help them learn and stay 
motivated so that they don’t give up by the time they get to 
middle school.” As for what it’s like to teach undergraduates 
interested in elementary education, she says, “I see myself as 

a vehicle for Hellenic students to get what it’s really like to 
teach. I’m their cheerleader, offering positive reinforcement, 
making sure they know that they can do it.” 

After a recent visit to Ms. Quatrale’s classroom at the Curley 
School, Professor McIntyre reported, “The kids told me 
that they have learned a lot from our students and had fun. 
That’s largely because Sarah is a great role model for aspiring 
teachers. We’re very lucky to have her on our faculty.” 

FACULTY PROFILE: SARAH QUATRALE

FACULTY NEWS

Rev. Fr. Pentiuc with His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel at the 
Patriarchate on May 18, 2017.
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HCHC SPARKS GENERATIONS OF SUCCESSFUL 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND SERVICE IN THE WEST BANK

HCHC NEWS

Seraphim Ramos was ordained to the diaconate by His 
Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco 
during the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at Holy Cross 
Chapel on Sunday, May 21, one day after receiving his 
Master of Divinity degree with high honors. AXIOS!

Hellenic College 
Holy Cross mourns 
the falling asleep 
in the Lord of 
His Eminence 
Metropolitan 
Iakovos of Chicago, 
who served as 
President of HCHC 
from 1971-1976. 

May his memory  
be eternal!

MEMORY ETERNALAXIOS!

The West Bank village of Taybeh has long been notable as the 
last entirely Christian community in Palestine, but thanks to 
the Khoury family, it has also become known worldwide for 
its excellent beer and, now, wine. Remarkably, the story of the 
family’s Taybeh Brewing Company and Taybeh Winery actually 
began at Hellenic College Holy Cross (HCHC), which counts six 
Khourys in two generations as graduates.

Matta (Matthew) Khoury, now His Grace Bishop Demetri, 
graduated from Hellenic College in 1974 and from Holy Cross 
in 1978. He encouraged his first cousin David to come to 
Hellenic College and, a couple of years later, David’s brother 
Nadim came too, with a strong push not only from his relatives 
but from Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, then Director of 
Admissions and now HCHC President.

"It has been a pleasure to welcome and observe the Khourys at 
HCHC," said Rev. Fr. Christopher. "Their hard work and creation 
of innovative products in the US and abroad highlights the 
unlimited opportunity for global business success available 
to our graduates. HCHC is so proud of them, not only for their 
professional accomplishments, but also for their love and 
service to the Church and their community."

Read the full story at www.hchc.edu.
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ST. HELEN'S PILGRIMAGE
Thirteen Holy Cross students are traveling this summer on St. Helen's 
Pilgrimage, an educational excursion and pilgrimage to various sites 
of historical, cultural, and ecclesiastical significance in the worlds of 
Hellenism, early Christianity, Byzantium, and the Orthodox Christian 
heritage. More than just a study abroad experience for our Master 
of Divinity (MDiv) students, St. Helen's Pilgrimage is an immersive, 
transformative experience that allows students to see firsthand many 
of the places they have previously only read about in books or heard 
about in the classroom. This year's itinerary includes stops in Jerusalem, 
Cyprus, Constantinople, and Greece. Students departed from campus 
on May 21, and will return to the United States on August 19. 

To read daily student reflections and see more photos, please visit  
https://sites.google.com/hchc.edu/sthelenspilgrimage2017.

Photos courtesy of Alexandros Avgeris, Angelo Maginas, and Jeremy Troy

HCHC ON THE ROAD
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HCHC STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN CONCORDIA 
EUROPE SUMMIT

HCHC ON THE ROAD

At the invitation of Mr. George Logothetis, 2017 Hellenic College 
Honorary Degree recipient, Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, 
HCHC President, and five HCHC students participated in 
the Concordia Europe Summit in Athens, Greece June 6-7. 
Expenses for the trip were covered in full by Concordia.

“I would like to thank Mr. Logothetis and Concordia for the 
opportunity to attend the Concordia Europe Summit,” said 
Rev. Fr. Christopher. “Attendance at the event is a tremendous 
opportunity for our students to learn the challenges of 
cross-sector collaboration in the dynamic European political 
landscape, more so as Greece continues to rebuild its economy.”

The Concordia Europe Summit provides a platform for the 
exchange of ideas and the brokering of new relationships 
across the public and private sectors by convening regional 
leadership to address these challenges and formulate practical 
solutions.

“As HCHC continues to examine and retool its curriculum 
for the 21st century, an understanding of global politics and 
economics, particularly with respect to the exit of Britain 
from the European Union, NATO expansion, and terrorism, 
will prove crucial toward an overall education that prepares 
students for global careers,” said Rev. Fr. Christopher. “HCHC 
values its relationship with the Libra Group and Concordia, 
and looks forward to its growth in the future.”

HCHC students attending the event with Rev. Fr. Christopher 
were Emanuel Sabau, Angelo Maginas, Elle Pappas, Nicholas 
B.A. Heide, and Stavroula Alexaki. 

Concordia is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that enables public-private partnerships to create a more 
prosperous and sustainable future. As equal parts convener, 
campaigner, and idea incubator, Concordia is creating a new 
model for how a nonpartisan nonprofit can have a global 
impact.

Mr. Logothetis is the Chairman and CEO of the Libra Group. He 
is also the Chairman of the Leadership Council of Concordia.  
His brother, Nicholas Logothetis, a campus speaker at HCHC 
this past semester, is the Co-Founder and Chairman of the 
Board of Concordia.


