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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We arrive at the month of November. Quickly, our minds 
and hearts turn to our families and friends, as we prepare 
to celebrate Thanksgiving Day, one of my favorite American 
holidays when we stop and actually give thanks to God for all 
our blessings with our respective families.  

On the Holy Hill, while our minds and hearts are always with 
our families and friends, our attention focuses on a strong 

finish to the Fall semester, increased admissions for the Spring semester, and a new year 
filled with research, prayer, and planning as we begin our Academic Summit reviewing 
all our offerings.

The Feast of the Nativity According to the Flesh of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is 
often referred to as the “Winter Pascha.” There is a forty-day fast (Advent). There are 
pre-feast preparations. There are the feast-day services themselves, emphasizing our 
deliverance and salvation. Advent is sometimes referred to as “the Fast of St. Philip,” 
whose feast day coincidentally falls on the first day of the fast. The Holy-All Glorious 
Apostle Philip was one of the first disciples to be called by Christ. It was he who in the 
Gospel of St. John invited Nathaniel to “Come and see” (John 1:46), to encounter Our 
Lord and Savior through faith.

Striving to encounter and imitate Jesus Christ through our daily services, studies, 
administration, and ministry of the Orthodox Church, I invite each of you through faith 
and love to “come and see" our school and mission this Advent season, learning more of 
the events and activities of our campus and administration in these pages and expanded 
on our website, which will soon receive a modern upgrade.  

Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology is the only Orthodox 
Christian institution of its kind in North America. Our students are the future leaders of 
the Orthodox Church and society—the young men and women who will one day uphold 
and defend our faith, as we do today and our parents did before us.

Therefore, as you pray, fast, and offer alms in preparation for the Great Feast of the Holy 
Nativity, I ask you to please remember Hellenic College Holy Cross—that through the 
contribution of your time, talents, and treasures our institution may continue, through 
God’s Grace, to grow and thrive and that the future of the Orthodox Church in our 
country, built on the foundation of the fulfillment of the Coming of the Messiah, may be 
blessed for generations to come.  

May God bless you!

In Christ,

Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, DMin
President

www.hchc.edu/donate

November 29, 2016

http://www.hchc.edu/donate
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CAMPUS NEWS

Young people from all over the country converged on our 
campus Saturday, October 15, for a full and varied array of 
activities showcasing the many aspects of Hellenic College 
Holy Cross that make this institution unique. The visitors and 
their families mingled with faculty and staff over a continental 
breakfast before being welcomed officially by the Director of 
Admissions, Rev. Fr. Gregory Floor. Dr. Demetrios Katos, Dean 
of Hellenic College, then began his remarks about the value 
of the undergraduate experience at Hellenic by saying, “It’s 
going to be the best four years of your life!” He reminded 
the audience that the colorful banners they had passed on 
arrival, on which are printed the words FAITH, EDUCATION, 
and SERVICE, are not mere decoration but statements of the 
school’s tripartite mission. Dr. James Skedros, Dean of Holy 
Cross, described the “remarkable blend of the life of the mind 
and that of the heart” that lie at the core of the graduate school 
and seminary—indeed, of the whole institution.
 
Later activities included academic sessions, a tour of the 
campus in its autumnal glory, a panel on student life with 
students from both the College and the School of Theology, 
an alumni panel, lunch, and individual appointments with 
Admissions and Financial Aid. For all of the attendees, a 

memorable highlight of the day was the opportunity to visit 
Holy Cross Chapel, where Rev. Fr. Nicholas Belcher, Dean of 
Students, said that “your worship life gives you a context 
for your academic life here, and brings everything back to 
what matters most,” and Dr. Grammenos Karanos, Assistant 
Professor of Byzantine Liturgical Music, led a group of 
students in glorious chanting of “Soson Kyrie.” 

HCHC FALL OPEN HOUSE A GREAT SUCCESS
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FALL OPEN HOUSE
October 15, 2016
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The Office of Vocation and Ministry hosted a highly informative 
panel discussion about careers in the nonprofit/service 
sector on October 13, 2016. Although geared primarily to 
students, the panel attracted a number of staff and faculty as 
well. Panelists included Kosta Alexis, HCHC’s Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement; Stephanie Liakos Behrakis, 
Executive Director and Trustee of the Behrakis Foundation; 
Anthony Jonas, a classroom teacher at the Italian Home 
for Children; and Vivian Stameris, Director of Finance and 
Community Health Services at Hebrew Senior Life. The 
four panelists represented different aspects of work in the 
nonprofit/service sector.
 

KOSTA ALEXIS observed that “we’re blessed in that we live 
in a philanthropic culture” in America, and highlighted the 
importance of fundraising to make possible the good work of 
nonprofits. He commented that anyone considering a career in 
development must be respectful but persistent, comfortable 
asking for money, and able to listen well to prospective donors’ 
hopes and dreams for the entities they might help fund.
 
STEPHANIE LIAKOS BEHRAKIS brought the donor’s 
perspective, being the head of a family foundation that 
disburses funds to worthy organizations. For the last fifteen 
years, she said, the foundation’s focus “has been the Church in 
many aspects.”
 
VIVIAN STAMERIS advised students to “take every 
experience and learn from it.” She said, “I see your generation 
wanting to give back” and she praised the OVM for doing “a 
great job with internships.”
 
ANTHONY JONAS, a 2015 graduate of Hellenic College, had 
such a rewarding experience interning at the Italian Home for 
Children that he is now employed there as a teacher of very 
young children who, because of neglect and/or developmental 
delays, cannot function in a mainstream classroom. His work 
“ties into our Orthodox belief,” he said, “in treating every 
individual as worthy.”

CAMPUS NEWS

OVM HOSTS PANEL DISCUSSION ON NONPROFIT/
SERVICE CAREERS

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology is pleased 
to be hosting two Research Fellows in Residence for this 
2016–2017 academic year: Zachary L. Kostopoulos, PhD 
(cand.) of the Department of Theological Studies at Saint 
Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri, and Nicholas George 
Marinides, PhD.
 
For Mr. Kostopoulos, coming to Holy Cross is actually a 
homecoming—he earned his MTS with highest distinction 
from Holy Cross in 2011. He has returned to HCHC twice since 
then as a Teaching Fellow in the Pappas Patristic Institute’s 
Summer Program. At present he is pursuing a doctorate in 
historical theology at Saint Louis University. His topic is 
“Inventing Origen: Christian Biography in Late Antiquity.” “I 
expect to finish and defend my dissertation before the end of 
the academic year,” he says, “and then hope to begin revising 
my work for publication with a major university press.”
 
Dr. Marinides plans to revise his doctoral dissertation, “Lay 
Piety in Byzantium c. 600–730,” with the objective of having 
it published as a book. The period on which his work focuses 

is, he explains, “a time of great historical significance, as the 
late antique Roman world and its religion were disrupted by 
the rise of Islam.” Dr. Marinides earned his PhD at Princeton 
University and then worked as a postdoctoral research fellow 
at the University of Basel, Switzerland. Like Mr. Kostopoulos, 
he has been a Teaching Fellow in the Pappas Patristic 
Institute’s Summer Program.

HOLY CROSS WELCOMES RESEARCH FELLOWS
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HELLENIC COLLEGE STUDENT PROFILE

ANTHONY LINDERMAN'S LOVE FOR LITERATURE 
TAKES HIM FAR
When Anthony Linderman first came to the HCHC campus, 
he wasn’t thinking about transferring here from Wheaton 
College in Illinois. He had spent two rewarding years as an 
undergraduate there and was simply visiting an old family 
friend in Massachusetts during a semester off. However, 
everything changed during that visit, because the friend was 
Rev. Fr. Luke Veronis, who serves as Director of the Missions 
Institute of Orthodox Christianity, which is based at HCHC, 
and teaches at both Hellenic College and Holy Cross.
 
Fr. Luke arranged for Anthony to sit in on some classes. “It was 
a huge surprise—a very pleasant one,” recalls Anthony. “Here 
was this community of young, English-speaking Orthodox 
people in small classes where everyone’s voice could be heard. 
I sat in Dr. Lanzano’s class on modern British writers and there 
were only three students—all now dear friends of mine—with 
really interesting things to say. That kind of intimate learning 
experience just doesn’t happen at other places, or at least 
not on the undergraduate level. I was thrilled!” Of course, so 
was Fr. Luke, who had known Anthony’s parents in Albania, 
where they spent twelve years as missionaries, and watched 
Anthony and his four siblings grow up there.
 
Since transferring to Hellenic College two years ago, Anthony 
has pursued his keen interest in literature and writing not 
only as a Literature and History major but as the founder 
of the Inklings, a creative-writing group that includes both 
undergraduates and grad students. “Creative writing has 
always been a passion of mine,” he says. The group takes its 
name from the original Inklings, made up of writers like C.S. 
Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien with ties to Oxford University, where 
Anthony spent a month while at Wheaton. He has also studied 
Russian literature and creative writing at Boston College 
and Newbury College, respectively, taking advantage of the 

opportunity for Hellenic College students to cross-register at 
those schools. And his enthusiasm for HCHC has rubbed off 
on his sister Melania, who is  now enrolled at Hellenic for a 
Semester of Faith.  
 
Although Anthony is an American of Greek and Italian 
ancestry, he feels deeply connected to Albania, having spent 
his childhood there. He has returned a number of times, most 
recently this past summer to participate in youth ministry, and 
may go back again after he graduates in December. However, 
he is weighing several possibilities, including continuing his 
studies here by enrolling at Holy Cross.

FOR TICKETS, V ISIT 
BOSTONBYZANTINEMUSIC.ORG
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“It’s a true story,” says Elizabeth, “about a boy who was raised 
in an orphanage and dreams of becoming a professional 
soccer player. His name means ‘joy’ in Hindi. I heard about 
Anand when I was working as assistant director on a 
McDonald’s commercial in Mumbai. A friend in Pune, where 
the orphanage is, told me he had a great story for me there, 
so I went and was really moved by Anand’s story. I gathered 
a crew, we had one week of intense shooting, then it took a 
month to create the film.”
 
Almost 300 films, both short and feature-length, from over 
50 countries were submitted to the festival. With such long 
odds of winning, Elizabeth had no expectations apart from 
meeting other filmmakers there. Even a dear friend, Rev. Fr. 
Anthony Salzman (MDiv 1989) advised, “Empty your bag 
of expectations and fill it with memories and experiences.” 
Initially, she did not expect to go at all because the cost of 
getting there was beyond her means, but “my fellow students 
were so proud of me that they said, ‘You have to go!’” and the 
Student Government Association raised the funds for her 
airfare. “I was so touched and so grateful.”

Elizabeth arrived in Kansas City knowing no one, but as soon 
as her 9½-minute film won the top award—beating out 
feature films by more seasoned filmmakers—”all kinds of 
people wanted to meet me and give me their business cards. It 
was just incredible!”
 
Growing up in Mumbai as the daughter of an Orthodox priest, 
Elizabeth “wanted to know where my talent was, what God 
wanted me to do.” Making her first film for a college course 
in mass communications ignited a passion for filmmaking 
that took her next to film school and work on a Bollywood 
blockbuster—hardly a conventional path for a priest’s 
daughter. Yet once her family realized how determined and 
how talented she was, they gave their blessing for her to 
pursue her dream.

 
Asked why she is studying theology, Elizabeth says, “I realized 
that I needed to get a deeper understanding of how to be a 
light of Christ, so I can help shape people’s lives through film.” 
And why Holy Cross? “I had met some Holy Cross students and 
learned about the school through them. It is such a supportive 
place. And I am fascinated by Greek culture.”

Like every MDiv candidate, Elizabeth will be doing a master’s 
thesis in her final year—in the form of a film, of course. She 
is not yet sure what the subject will be, but “God will show 
me the way. Every good thing that has happened in my life is 
totally God’s grace.”

Learn more about the Universal Film Festival at  
http://universalfilmfestival.com.

HOLY CROSS STUDENT PROFILE

HOLY CROSS STUDENT WINS BEST FILM AWARD
Elizabeth Thomas, a second-year Master of Divinity student at Holy Cross, won the Best Foreign 
Film Award at the Universal Film Festival in Kansas City, Missouri, on Saturday, October 1, for her 
short film “Anand,” about a “street kid rising from the ashes” in her native India. The mission of the 
UFF is to provide aspiring filmmakers with the opportunity to have their work seen and promoted.  

“I realized that I needed to get a deeper 
understanding of how to be a light of Christ, so 
I can help shape people’s lives through film.”
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Gregory Floor (MDiv 2005), who has served as HCHC’s 
Director of Admissions since 2008, was ordained to the 
Holy Diaconate by His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah on 
October 9, 2016, at St. Anna Church in Cottonwood Heights, 
Utah, his home state. On the following Sunday, October 16, 
he was ordained to the Holy Priesthood by His Eminence 
Metropolitan Methodios at Transfiguration Church in Lowell, 
Massachusetts, the parish where Fr. Gregory worships with 
Presvytera Cassandra and their children, Sophia and Luke. 
AXIOS!
 
Reflecting on what has been an extraordinary week for him 
and his family, Fr. Gregory says, “The various expressions of 
love from so many—our communities at St. Anna’s in Utah 
and Transfiguration in Lowell, our friends and relatives, the 
clergy, and so many Hellenic College Holy Cross students at 
the ordination itself—have been overwhelming. May we each 
continue to pray that on the last day we can all be together in 
His Eternal Kingdom!”

Hellenic College is pleased to 
announce the appointment of 
Nicholas Ganson, PhD, as visiting 
assistant professor of history for 
the 2016-2017 academic year. 
Dr. Ganson is a highly respected 
instructor and scholar who has 
taught part-time at Hellenic 
College since 2011. In his new 
role, Dr. Ganson will continue 
to teach history to first- and 
second-year students. He will 
also offer advanced history 
electives to juniors and seniors 
on topics such as modern 
Greek history and the history of 

Orthodox monasticism. In addition, he will be one of three 
newly appointed academic advisors for first-year students.
 

“Professor Ganson is a great teacher who stretches students 
intellectually and helps them become better writers,” 
commented Dr. Demetrios Katos, dean of Hellenic College. 
“Being on campus full-time will give him an opportunity to 
spend more time with students as a professor and academic 
advisor.”
 
Dr. Ganson has previously held full-time teaching positions at 
the College of the Holy Cross, Virginia Tech, and Bridgewater 
State University. He has received several prestigious 
fellowships and prizes and has published extensively.
 
Dr. Ganson is excited to be on campus full-time this year. 
“I love teaching…and doing so at Hellenic College is 
particularly gratifying because it’s a college that engages 
learning with faith,” he says. “My goal is to help our students 
have an integrated experience of intellectual and spiritual 
formation.”

ALUMNI NEWS

FACULTY UPDATE

HCHC DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS GREGORY FLOOR 
ORDAINED TO THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD 

DR. NICHOLAS GANSON APPOINTED VISITING 
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AT HELLENIC COLLEGE



HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS
50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445

Phone: 617.731.3500  Fax: 617.850.1460  Web: www.hchc.edu

www.facebook.com/HellenicCollegeHolyCross

www.instagram.com/HellenicCollegeHolyCross

www.youtube.com/HCHCmedia

holycrossbookstore.com

PRESIDENTIAL ENGAGEMENT GATHERING

HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS

CINCINNATI HOSTS SUCCESSFUL 
PRESIDENTIAL ENGAGEMENT 
GATHERING 
On September 24-25, HCHC President Rev. Fr. 
Christopher T. Metropulos visited Holy Trinity-St. 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati, OH. 
Pictured left to right: Nick and Carla Sarakatsannis, 
Lewis and Pat Assaley, Rev. Fr. Christopher T. 
Metropulos, Rev. Fr. William and Presvytera Anastasia 
Cassis, Gus and JoAnn Perdikakis. 

Read more about this event at www.hchc.edu.

HCHC FALL FEST
October 10, 2016

See more Fall Fest photos at www.facebook.com/HellenicCollegeHolyCross

http://www.facebook.com/HellenicCollegeHolyCross
http://www.instagram.com/HellenicCollegeHolyCross
http://www.youtube.com/HCHCmedia
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