
SUMMER 2017 | Volume III, Issue 6

PRESIDENTIAL NEWSLETTER

It's all about the students!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I pray that your summer was safe 
and enjoyable. Our campus has 
been constantly busy this summer, 
welcoming students and outside 
constituencies to summer session 
and continued education courses, 
the CrossRoad Institute, the Pappas 

Patristics Institute, the Diaconate Program, and the 
Kallinikeion Institute. Photos and articles highlighting each 
of these activities can be found on the following pages.  

In August, we said goodbye to our Dean of Students, Rev. Fr. 
Nicholas Belcher, who was reassigned to the administration 
offices of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America.  We thank Rev. Fr. Nicholas for his tremendous 
service to Hellenic College Holy Cross, and pray fervently for 
the success of his new ministry.  

Immediately replacing Rev. Fr. Nicholas is Antonios A. 
Papathanasiou, who has been appointed the interim Dean 
of Students. Antonios is a recent graduate of Holy Cross 

(MDiv 2017) and an alumnus of Hellenic College (BA in 
Human Development 1998). An article highlighting his full 
biography and qualifications can be found in this newsletter.

As with the beginning of every new semester, we pray 
that Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ will continue to 
abide with us, sending the Holy Spirit to lead and guide our 
community to all that is right and true in His service. 

We welcome your active participation in the work of 
educating and training the future ordained and lay leaders 
of our Church and society, and further invite you to visit us 
and pray with us in Holy Cross Chapel as you are able.

May God bless you.

With love in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, DMin
President

#HonorSeptember14
HCHC DAY OF GIVING

www.hchc.edu/honorseptember14

SUPPORT THE FUTURE LEADERS OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH!
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 A BUSY SUMMER ON THE HOLY HILL

The regular HCHC academic year may have ended in 
May, but our campus has been full of activity all summer, 
hosting a variety of programs that have offered a rich array 
of opportunities for learning and for Orthodox Christian 
fellowship. Here are some of the highlights:

The  14th annual season of the very popular CrossRoad 
Summer Institute was a great success. CrossRoad is an 
academic program that prepares high school juniors and 
seniors to make major life decisions and connect deeply with 
their Orthodox faith. Participants took courses on Scripture 
and attended daily services in Holy Cross Chapel. CrossRoad’s 
exceptional staff—some of them former CrossRoaders 
themselves—led interactive workshops on a broad range 
of topics. Off campus, the participants visited churches of 
different jurisdictions and also enjoyed excursions to Boston 
and to the beach. 32 young people from all over the United 
States attended each of the two ten-day sessions, held from 
June 17-27 and July 5-15. Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, 
HCHC President, said of them, “Their presence on our 
campus and zeal to learn and practice the Orthodox faith, 
while establishing long-lasting friendships and enjoying the 
summer fun and culture of Greater Boston, is a joy to witness.”

The Diaconate Program brought a very different group to 
campus from July 28-August 6: individuals from all walks of 
life, many with established secular careers, who want to serve 
their parishes as deacons. This educational and formational 
initiative of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America (GOA) and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology is primarily for those in the GOA but also 
welcomes participants from other jurisdictions. The daily 
schedule began and ended with worship in Holy Cross Chapel 
and included instruction in essential elements of diaconal 
ministry such as teleturgics, musical pitch and petitions, and 
pastoral visitations.

Overlapping with the Diaconate Program from July 31-August 
4 were three continuing education courses under the 
common theme of “Training Laborers for the Lord,” required 
for the aspiring deacons but open to all men and women with 
a sincere interest in the subject matter. Dr. James Skedros, 
Dean of Holy Cross, described the courses as “a wonderful 
opportunity for the non-specialist to engage in foundational 
aspects of Orthodox Christian doctrine and practice…taught 
by well-known theologians and scholars on the Holy Cross 
faculty.”  The course topics were “Orthodox Theology,” “The 
Sacraments,” and “The Bible in Orthodoxy.”

From July 30-August 4, the Stephen and Catherine Pappas 
Patristic Institute offered its seventh annual Summer 
Patristic Studies Program, which provides a unique 
opportunity for participants to study and discuss classic texts 
of the early Church through small-group work and lectures 
by leading patristic scholars. The program is geared to 
students of theology and religious studies at all levels, from 
undergraduates to doctoral candidates, but is open to clergy 
and laypeople, Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike, with an 
interest in learning more about the Church Fathers. This year’s 
44 participants were a remarkably diverse group of men and 
women representing several Orthodox jurisdictions, the 
Roman Catholic and Episcopal Churches, and five Protestant 
denominations. Their diversity of perspectives and experience 
enriched and enlivened faculty-guided discussions on such 
topics as “Wealth and Poverty in the Patristic Tradition” and 
“Reading Scripture with the Fathers.”

The Kallinikeion Institute, open to students from HCHC 
and other schools, offered  intensive month-long courses 
in Modern Greek at the beginning and intermediate levels 
from July 24-August 18. Besides immersing themselves in 
the language through classroom study, participants were 
able to practice their new skills and learn more about Greek 
culture off campus as well, on field trips to museums and 
performances of Greek music and poetry. 

CAMPUS NEWS
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A FOND FAREWELL TO DEAN OF STUDENTS  
REV. FR. NICHOLAS BELCHER

Hellenic College Holy 
Cross has just said 
goodbye to longtime 
Dean of Students Rev. 
Fr. Nicholas Belcher 
with equally great 
regret and gratitude 
because of his lasting 
contributions to the life 
and sacred mission of 
this institution. 

Under his leadership, the 
Office of Student Affairs 
has initiated many new 
programs, activities, 
and services to support 

students of both the College and the School of Theology and 
to foster strong connections between the two schools. Before 
becoming Dean of Students in 2008, Fr. Nicholas served for 

several years as Assistant Director of the Office of Vocation and 
Ministry and Director of the OVM’s very successful CrossRoad 
program for high school students.
 
Fr. Nicholas is leaving to assume the position of assistant to 
Metropolitan Joseph of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of America. Speaking on behalf of the whole 
community at a festive gathering in his honor, HCHC’s 
President, Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos told him, “It has 
been my pleasure and honor to work side by side with you. 
Your example of what an Orthodox Christian cleric should 
be will stay with our students all their lives.” In response, 
Fr. Nicholas said, “I can’t thank the school enough for this 
incredible experience. I’ve had amazing relationships with 
colleagues and students, and everyone’s support and love 
after the loss of my beloved wife, Sonia, meant and still means 
the world to me and to our son, Andrew.”
 
Our prayers and best wishes go with Fr. Nicholas and Andrew 
as they begin an exciting new chapter in their lives!

CAMPUS NEWS

Antonios Papathanasiou Named Interim Dean of Students

Antonios A. Papathanasiou, 
a graduate of both Hellenic 
College (BA 1998) and Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology (MDiv 2017), has 
been appointed interim Dean 
of Students. He brings to the 
position a deep knowledge 
of and love for the institution, 
along with a multitude of talents 

and impressive credentials. In addition to his HCHC 
degrees, Mr. Papathanasiou holds a master’s degree 
in International Relations/Politics from City College, 
CUNY and has pursued doctoral studies in International 
Security/Politics at the Graduate Center, CUNY.

He has served as a representative of the Institute of Inter-
Balkan Relations at the United Nations while concurrently 
working in the Press Office of the Permanent Mission 

of Greece to the UN. After fulfilling his military service 
as a petty officer in the Greek Navy, he served as an 
International Relations/Politics analyst for the Institute 
for Democracy think tank, Constantine Karamanlis, and 
later as the personal advisor and assistant to the late 
president of Nea Dimokratia, Miltiades Evert. He ran for 
the Greek  Parliament in 2012.

While a student at Hellenic College, Mr. Papathanasiou 
assisted the Dean of Students, Archdeacon Gerasimos, 
now Metropolitan of San Francisco, in a variety of roles. 
In his final year at Holy Cross, he served as President 
of the HCHC Student Government Association. That 
experience, says HCHC President, Rev. Fr. Christopher 
Metropulos, “provided him with keen insight into the life 
of our students and their day-to-day needs. We welcome 
Antonios and wish him God’s blessings as he begins a 
new era at HCHC."
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NICHOLAS J. BOURAS MEMORIAL  

GOLF CLASSIC

ANNUAL HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS

The annual Hellenic College Holy Cross Nicholas 
J. Bouras Memorial Golf Classic — always a much-
anticipated summer highlight — marked its 25th 
anniversary this year. 

Held on July 17 at Kernwood Country Club in Salem, 
MA, the Golf Classic was a great success, with more 
than a hundred supporters of Hellenic College Holy 
Cross participating as golfers and/or sponsors. 
The day began with a full buffet brunch and the 
presentation of gift bags to each golfer. Players 
later enjoyed grilled chicken and Greek sausage on 
the beautiful championship course, designed by the 

great Donald Ross. A surf and turf dinner and open 
bar awaited them in the clubhouse at the end of the 
day, along with a live auction and raffle. All agreed 
that it was the best Golf Classic ever, a memorable 
combination of fellowship and philanthropy at which 
everyone was a winner, but especially the deserving 
HCHC students whom the proceeds support. A big 
thank you to our generous participants!

SEE MORE PHOTOS:
hchc.smugmug.com/25th-HCHC-Golf-Classic


