
 

                                     HOLY CROSS ELECTIVES (Fall 2014) 

CHST-7002 Christian Unity: Is it Possible?                                                                                        Dr. D. Prassas 

In 1920, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople became one of the first world centers of Christianity to encourage 

ecumenical dialogue.  Almost 100 years later, has that original vision held true?  Is Christian unity possible, given the growth of 

denominations, the movement against denominations and the tensions within individual Christian churches?  This course will 

explore the role the Orthodox Church has played in the ecumenical movement, and its interaction with other Christian 

churches.  We will begin by looking at the reasons for the divisions within Christianity and what has been done to overcome 

those divisions. 

CHST-9291 Orthodoxy in America                       Rev. Dr. T. FitzGerald 

An introduction to the establishment and development of Orthodoxy in North America.  Special attention will be given to the 

pastoral and historical factors contributing to the growth of the various jurisdictions. 

DOGM-6362 Suffering and Evil                                         Rev. Dr. E. Clapsis 

A systematic examination of biblical and patristic views of suffering and evil within God’s good creation and how such views 

affect the human understanding of God.  The course will also explore different pastoral approaches to communicating God’s 

healing grace to those innocent ones who suffer unjustifiably in the present world. 

LITG-6101 Sacramental Theology       Rev. Dr. P. Zymaris 

The study of the seven holy sacraments: baptism, christmation, Eucharist, ordination, matrimony, repentance, and unction, in 

historical, liturgical, and dogmatic perspective. 

LITG-6350* The Priesthood                         Rev. Dr. P. Zymaris 

This is a theological, historical, and liturgical examination of selected texts on the holy priesthood. 

MUSB-5261 History of Byzantine Music and Christian Hymnography                     Dr. M. Karanos 

This course provides an overview of the history and development of the Psaltic Art of Greek Orthodox worship.  Among the 

topics covered are:  the beginnings of Christian hymnography and musical composition; the main hymnographic genres; the 

history of neume notation; the major landmarks in the development of the various genres of psaltic composition;  the life and 

works of the great composers; and the current state of affairs in Greek Orthodox liturgical music in Constantinople, Greece, the 

United States and elsewhere. 

NEWT-6292 New Testament Ethics                        Dr. B. Beck 

Much of what the New Testament says about Jesus, it says also about those who are his followers, that is –us, and how to then 

live in the day-to-day world.  This course will focus on that portion of biblical theology that directs us to “the way we should 

then live” based on the New Testament and select early Christian writings.  It will include both primary and secondary readings 

on both the gospels (especially the Sermon on the Mount and references to Christian commandments), Paul’s understanding of 

the “law of Christ (Gal 6:2), household codes, the book of James, and more generally, the theme of discipleship in the early 

Church.  The continuity between the Old and New Testaments will be stressed in regards to the commandments as Jesus 

interpreted them, as will the continuity between the New Testament and later Church manuals (e. g. Didache). 



 

PAST-7360           World Religions and Missions Rev. L. Veronis 

We will look at humanity’s quest for God from the beginning of time, and how four of the world’s major religious traditions-

Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism-developed.  Along with their history, we will study their main teachings, worldview, 

and practice.  Part of the class will include visiting temples of the other faiths.  We will also look at the phenomenon of atheism 

and its own religious perspective.  With each of these different religions, we will discuss Orthodox Christianity’s understanding 

of other religions and how we are to dialogue and interact with them, trying to discover elements that could be acceptable 

within Orthodox Christianity, and how these bridges could be used in sharing our faith within other religions. 

PAST-7112 Spirituality and Addiction                     Dr. K. FitzGerald 

This course will approach addiction with a broader understanding of the term.  Students will learn that the 

addictive process is an expression of progressive, spiritual disease.  This has profound and inter-related 

ramifications in the psychological, emotional, cognitive, and physical domains.  The addictive process also has 

serious consequences within relationships: at home, within the society, at work, and in the Church.  Resources 

from Orthodox theology, spirituality, psychology, and the addictions field (with particular emphasis on the 12-step 

self-help movement) will be studied.  Opportunities for personal reflection and expressions of pastoral response 

will also be explored. 

 

PATR-7142 The Ecclesiology of the Greek Fathers                    Rev.  Dr.  G. Dragas 

This course will examine the doctrine of the Church in the post-Nicene Greek Fathers:  Athanasius, the 

Cappadocians, St. John Chrysostom, St. Cyril of Alexandria, St. Maximos the Confessor, and St. John Damascene. 

 

 

                                 

                 

   

      

              

            

  

 

 



 

 


