
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

Orientation, September 2007 

 

Welcome Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, fellow students, 

 

In behalf of the Student Government of Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 

Theology, I welcome you as fellow sojourners in life and studies. We are about to embark upon a new year on our 

“Holy Hill” of Hellenic College and Holy Cross. Soon the evenings and days will become cool and eventually 

snow will come to cover the ground. His Eminence Archbishop DEMETRIOS of America will be on campus to 

welcome new students and their families and welcome back “old friends” to another year of studies. It will be a 

time for ritual celebration as “Second-Year” seminarians are bestowed with the Cross of our ‘School’ and Holy 

Cross seniors receive their exorassa to distinguish them as theologians preparing for the Holy Priesthood of the 

Most High God. 

Amidst this atmosphere of celebration, as students, you will be required to be constantly preparing 

yourselves for service to Christ and His Holy Church, either ordained or not, as teachers, pastoral assistants, 

chaplains, etc. Some of you may not yet realize what your calling is, but I urge you to look upon your future here 

at Hellenic College and Holy Cross as an opportunity to be formed by the Church. Our time, whether three, four 

or seven years, must be one of total formation, body and soul, for this life of service to Christ even when that 

service is as elementary school teachers. With that time of formation will come trial and celebration, progress and 

regression, joy and sorrow. The Fathers have said much of this sense of joyful-sorrow that is Orthodox 

Christianity. 

According to the SGA Constitution, “The purpose of the Student Government shall be to act as the 

legislative, enforcing, and unifying representative of the student body, and to additionally provide activities, 

events, and programs for the student body.” It is my duty as President to coordinate this work. We have a full 

“agenda” this year as we will be addressing several issues of great importance to the student body. Some of these 

issues are: alcohol and smoking on campus, academic honesty, self-respect and respect of others, community 

worship, and gender relations just to mention a few. In addition, the Campus Activities Board has planned a very 

exciting and uplifting year of social and spiritual events. 

As the incoming class of 2011 you will be expected to meet during orientation to elect officers for each 

class, Hellenic College and Holy Cross. Each Class Vice President will represent your class on the SGA Board. 

The Board, YOUR Student Government, meets every other Thursday evening in the Reading Room of the 

Archbishop Iakovos Library (unless announced otherwise) to address matter of business and other student 

concerns. A copy of each agenda, minutes and ALL SGA communication will be made available on the school 

website. Please refer to it often. The first meeting is scheduled for September 6, 2007 at 7pm. 

In an effort to offer each student on campus the ability to share any concern he or she may have regarding 

life on campus, a new item has been added to this year’s SGA Agenda titled, “Student Open Forum” where any 

student, board member or not, will be given the opportunity to share any comment or concern with members of 

the Student Government. It is also our prayer that members of the Administration will be present for these 

sessions. 

 

May God grant us a blessed year; I look forward to seeing you around campus. 

I remain yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Father Athanasios C Haros, SGA President 
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