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Conference on Civil Society and Orthodoxy Held at HCHC  

The reading room of the library 
became a mini-United Nations as 

the remarks of delegates could 

be heard in Russian, Greek and 

English as translators frantically 
worked so everyone in the room 

could understand the important 

topics being discussed. This was 
the scene as Orthodox Christian 

leaders and government officials 

from Orthodox countries around 
the world convened on the  

Hellenic College Holy Cross 

Greek Orthodox School of 

Theology campus for a  
conference on the topic of Civil  

Society and Orthodoxy. 

     The two-day long conference 
organized by the Interparliamen-

tary Assembly on Orthodoxy 

(IAO)  began on the evening of 
Friday, Nov. 16 with               

introductory addresses from  

youth. Mr. Pascalis Papouras of 
the International Orthodox 

Christian Charities (IOCC) 

spoke about the role of the his 

organization in the domestic  
humanitarian efforts after the 

hurricanes, oil spills, tornadoes 

and especially the recent  
hurricane which devastated 

many parts of the New York 

City area. In his talk, he also 
stressed the unique role that the 

Orthodox Christians can play in 

truly fulfilling Christ’s call to 

love our neighbor as ourselves. 
     To get more information on 

the mission and various meetings 

of the IAO, visit www.eiao.org. 
 

  

   -Charlie Hambos 
    Holy Cross Seminarian 

various leaders of the Assembly 
and a keynote address by His  

Eminence Archbishop Demetrios 

of America. Archbishop  

Demetrios began his remarks by 
outlining the history of religious 

freedom in the United States, 

starting from the very first  
settlers to the current situation. 

He highlighted that many 

countries around the world are 
seeing a steep decrease in church 

attendance but the United States    

continues to have the highest rate 

of church attendance in the 
world. Ultimately, he focused on 

the unique and important role 

that Eastern Orthodoxy can and 
does play as many people leave 

the various Christian  

denominations in search of 
“true” Christianity.  Thus, he 

proposed that Orthodox  

Christianity in the U.S. has a 
unique responsibility and a very 

good opportunity to flourish and 

we must take advantage of the 

situation. 
     Members of the Assembly 

and professors from local  

universities and colleges spoke 
on the topic at hand, while  

representatives from the Greek,  

Coptic and Armenian Orthodox 
Churches of America gave a 

status report of their respective 

jurisdictions. Our own  

Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Clapsis, the 
Archbishop Iakovos Professor of 

Systematic Theology, gave a 

presentation entitled, 
“Participatory Democracy and 

Religion”. Thomas Manuel, a 

third-year Holy Cross Master of 
Divinity candidate, also  

presented on Eastern Orthodox  

HCHC Rockin’ Christmas Party 2012  

Photos Courtesy of Jennifer Cowles 



 

    newsletter@hchc.edu                                                                          CROSSWORD - December 17, 2012  

 December 13  December 14   

 Last Day of Classes Study Day     

 CAB Meeting 7PM 

  

 December 17-20  December 21-January 13   

 Finals   Christmas Break—Merry Christmas!  

  Campus Activities                                

Board 
 

On behalf of CAB, I would like to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas 

and safe travels, no matter where the 
holiday takes you.  Also, good 

strength with final papers as well as 
final exams. 

     Our last event of this semester 
was the Midnight Breakfast for all 

who wanted to continue last minute 
studying after the  

library closed before 
finals week  

began.  There was an 
array of comfort 

foods.  The event had about seventy 
people sharing fellowship and was a 

great success. 
     CAB would like to thank all who 

helped make this semester's events 
possible; without everyone's  

participation, we 
would not be able to 

enjoy these  

community events.   
     We hope you all 

have a very Merry 
Christmas! 

                     
      -Michael Kallis  

                    Holy Cross Seminarian                                        

  

The Office of Vocation and Ministry began 

the Round Table in 2006. Briefly put, once 

a month a group of Hellenic College stu-
dents comes together for παρέα—

scrumptious food and great discussion. As 

one attends and experiences these nights 

around the round table (most times a square 
table), it becomes evident how  

indispensable they are for the mind and body. As busy college students, with jobs and various other 

commitments, oftentimes the first element of life that suffers is the enriching conversations with 
friends. Round Table is a night of relaxation and fun, a break from school but not from learning.  

     Round Table uses various types of media, such as news 

clips, articles, and audio in order to facilitate discussion and 
provide a spectrum of views. The night begins with appetizers 

and an introduction of the topic. Topics discussed so far this 

year were Islam, its growth and its relationship with the world 

and same-sex attraction.   
     In a nutshell, as with any discussion with friends based on 

faith and the pursuit of answers, nights at Round Table are  

always fruitful. They leave each individual with a satisfied 
belly, new knowledge, and a reignited flame of love for his 

neighbor. Please contact Michael Tishel at mtishel@hchc.edu to partake in the food and fun! 
 

                         -Olenka Zharsky, Hellenic College  

    Hellenic College Round Table |a Reflection  Message from Your                                          

Student Government  

Association 
 

Dear Fellow Students, 
 

     I hope you all had a great  

semester.  I am very excited to 

announce to you all a "Christmas 

present" from the SGA.  We 

worked with the Alumni  

Association and with Dn. Nick,  

Mr. Karloutsos and Mr. Georgenes 

to fix up the game room.  

     There will be new furniture and 

games when we all start classes 

next semester.  Because of a very 

generous pledge from the Alumni 

Association, we were able to get 

a very nice pool table, table 

tennis, air hockey and foosball.   

     When the new games are in, 

please do not move them around 

so that they will last for many 

years.  When we get back we will 

be sure to have a celebration to 

open the remodeled room with 

the entire community.   

     Have a wonderful Christmas 

break! 
          In Christ, 
          
           Andrew J Pavlakos

         President, SGA  
Important Dates to Remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

    from the HCHC Crossword 
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