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A Brand New Dining Experience | HCHC Café Transformed 

On January 17, students  

returned to campus to find a 

transformed cafeteria  

offering healthier and tastier 

dining options, thanks to the 

highly anticipated  

introduction of Chartwells, 

the new food service  

provider. 

     “Honestly, I thought it was like a 

dream,” said Evangelia Palis, a Hellenic 

College junior. 
 

 

“My first reaction was 

definitely a big, all caps, 

WOW!”  
 

“My first reaction was  

definitely a big, all caps, 

WOW,” said Demetri Constantine, a junior 

Religious Studies major at Hellenic College. 
 

     “I was shocked and amazed at how  

wonderful the new facilities were,” Nicholas 

Mamey, a Holy Cross senior, said. 
 

     A few days before the students left for 

Winter Break, an e-mail was sent to the 

community welcoming Chartwells and their 

“Eat, Learn, Live” dining program. The 

cafeteria was closed from Dec. 23 through 

Jan. 16 to allow the renovation and redesign 

to take place. The cafeteria re-opened on 

Jan. 17. 

     Students reacted positively to the  

presentation, variety, and quality of the new 

look and taste when they returned to  

campus. Now, the new menu options  

include Trattoria pizza and 

pasta, Menutainment selection of ethnic 

cuisines, Kitchen-Homestyle entrees 

with a vegetarian option at each meal, a 

self-serve deli and an expanded soup 

and salad bar. 

     Plans are also in the works for  

several “Events of Infusion,” where new 

and exciting dining options will be 

available in 

addition to 

the more  

permanent 

options. 

“Now, there 

is a lot more 

variety,” 

Constantine said, explaining that his  

previous choices were limited to a hot 

meal or the salad bar. 

     Overall, students couldn’t compare 

the previous chapter of the cafeteria to 

the new one. “I like that they are …  

adding more spices and are willing to try 

new things,” Palis said. 
 

     “The differences are greater than the 

similarities,” Constantine said. “It’s on a 

whole other level.” 

Another thing that is  

important for many  

students are the fasting  

options, which open up a 

whole new avenue of  

ingredients and  

international influences. 

For Palis, the new cafeteria 

offers more options for fasting. The 

fruit and salad options are out all the 

time as well as the peanut butter and 

jelly.  “The thing that’s the best is the 

lemon water,” Palis 

said.  

     The new dining  

services are also  

providing a morale 

boost. “I think that the 

student population is  

absolutely ecstatic about the 

changes,” Mercado said. Mercado 

believes that the new change in the 

cafeteria gives HCHC a new hope for 

a brighter and better future. “A  

positive change of attitude in the  

students can lead towards other 

things,” he said. “It gives a new view 

on how students see the school and 

the administration.”  
 

     “I think that everyone has seen a 

dramatic change in people’s attitudes. 

People are much more positive,”  

Mamey said. “It’s infinitely better.” 
 

           -Charlie Hambos 

            Holy Cross Seminarian  

Photos by Peggy Giovane  

Beginning the new semester, the HCHC 

community had a Synaxis with the  

traditional cutting of the Vasilopita in the 

Maliotis Auditorium on January 28th.   

Pictured right is Deacon Nicholas Belcher 

and Father Jim Katinas presiding.  
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Message from the     

Student Government 

Association 

     We are currently in the midst of 

many new things. A new year has 

started, a new semester has  

commenced, and we have new 

things on campus. It is my hope 

and prayer that as Christ has  

extended to us His blessings to  

experience these new things, that 

we also express a renewed  

commitment to Him and His 

Church in our continuous journey 

towards Him. I also pray that there 

is a unified commitment to our  

beloved school not just on the part 

of students, but also on the part of 

the faculty, staff, and all who come 

into contact with this Holy Hill. 
 

     I have been blessed the past six 

years to have seen and to have been 

a part of the changes that have 

taken place on campus. There have 

been many major changes over this 

time period, however, now is not 

the time to stop, it is not a time to 

be content about where we are, it is 

a time for further action. Now is the 

time to unite in our collective goals. 

Now is the time to serve each other. 

Most important of all, now is the 

time to serve Christ. The work that 

we do to improve our beloved 

school is not separate from the  

ministries of Christ’s Church, 

rather, it is invariably connected to 

them. 
 

     We must continue to serve 

Christ and each other through the 

different functions of campus life. 

Though this may seem difficult 

during the semester with  

homework, papers, and a myriad of 

other responsibilities, we must 

never forget that this is a ministry 

as well and that we can offer up our 

time and talents together so that as 

a unified student body and  

community we may offer to God 

the fruits of our labor in His  

vineyard. 
 

     I pray for everyone to be blessed 

with good strength and for our 

goals be directed to making this 

campus an even brighter beacon of 

Orthodoxy for the glory of God. 

                                                                                     

      In Christ,                                                                          

      Michael Mercado 

                    Holy Cross Seminarian                                                               

      SGA President 

Brothers and Sisters, 
      
    It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you all back for what is for many of us our final term at 

Hellenic College Holy Cross! As we begin the new semester, I ask you all to consider making an  

especially dedicated effort to participate as fully as possible in the life of our Chapel. As the Triodion 

and Lenten period approaches, finding time and energy to devote to a more rigorous service schedule 

on top of our already busy lives can be challenging, but we remember that it is often in these same 

services that the kingdom of God - and the ultimate purpose of our work here, is revealed to us. 
 

     I leave you with the words of St. Symeon the New Theologian from the 3rd 

Catechetical Discourse: "Rejoice and leap for joy that you have been found  

worthy to join the Holy Angels in singing praise to God! For if one is annoyed 

with the usual Office and complains of the length of the hymns that are sung and 

is wearied thereby, he really does not know how the oracles of God are sweet in 

the throat of those who love Him, and 'sweeter even than the honey and the  

honeycomb' (Ps. 119:103) in the mouth of those who know him."  

       Wishing you all a blessed Lent, 

       Tasso Theodoropoulos 

       Ecclesiarch—Holy Cross Chapel 

    Holy Cross Chapel | A Message from the Ecclesiarch 

Spiritual Life Committee  

Welcome back, everyone! We are pleased to announce that Gregory Gounardes has been chosen as 

the new Assistant Director. Be sure to congratulate him when you see him! We would also like to  

extend an invitation to anyone interested in joining our organization. With major events this semester 

such as the Tournament of Champions, the Chamby's, and the Dinner Dance, we need all the hands 

we can get! Our first meeting of the semester will be this Thursday at 8 PM on the second floor of the 

classroom building. If you have any questions, please email Alyssa Loutsion at aloutsion@hchc.edu. 

Hope to see you there!   

         -Alyssa Loutsion 

           Holy Cross  

          M.Div. Candidate 

Annual CAB Super Bowl Party | Seahawks Win 43-8 

 

The Spiritual Life Committee is thrilled to renew its ministries in 2014. The Synaxis book 
club has chosen to study selected texts from the Philokalia. Our exploration into these 
texts will be guided and facilitated by Fr. Maximos of Simonopetra. Most recently, we 
began investigating The Guarding of the Mind and Heart by St. Nikodemos.   
 

The P.R.O.S.C.H.O.M.E.N. Bible study group is also excited to pick up where it left off in 
its adventure journeying through the Holy Scriptures. Together these two  
ministries offer exciting  opportunities for those looking to supplement their chapel and 

personal prayer disciplines. As always, our goal remains the same: to facilitate sainthood among the 
students of HCHC.  
         Cheers,  
         The SLC     

Campus Activities Board  


