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Orthodox Christian Fellowship  
Day of Prayer and Jedi Training 

By Sam Williams 
 
 

 For Clean Monday, chapters of Orthodox Christian Fel-
lowship across the country collectively participated in a full 
day of continuous prayer. Following in the spirit of St Paul 
who told the Thessalonians to rejoice always and pray with-
out ceasing, college students at 32 different colleges and uni-
versities committed to taking an hour out of their day to pray 
together. The national office of OCF, located here at Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, organized prayer services which were dis-
tributed to the various chapters.  Students here in the Holy 
Cross Chapel were led in worship by Father Philip Begley and 
Deacon Nick Belcher. It was an intimate gathering and peti-
tions were read in English with the “Lord have mercy” sung in 
numerous languages including Arabic, Spanish, Slavonic and 
Romanian.                                                             to page 2 

Forgiveness Sunday and 
Clean Monday 

 
 On February 26, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross celebrated For-
giveness Sunday with the celebration 
of the Great Vespers of Forgiveness.  
Students from both the undergradu-
ate college and the graduate school 
came out in great numbers to request 
and receive forgiveness from each 
other as we begin Great Lent.  Addi-
tionally, Fr. Peter Chamberas, our 
Chaplain, delivered an edifying ser-
mon about preparing for Great Lent.   
 The HCHC community ob-
served the beginning of Great Lent 
on February 27 with the annual 
Clean Monday Retreat with 
Archbishop Demetrios of America.  
The Clean Monday Retreat began 
with Orthros, which was followed by 
a Lenten Breakfast.                                 
                   to page 2 

HCHC Enters Great Lent 
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Archbishop Demetrios subsequently delivered a memorable keynote address 
outlining his thoughts, including new Biblical observations, about Great Lent.  
 After the keynote address, the Archbishop presided over the Service of 
Holy Unction. The Retreat concluded with opportunities for the community to 
meet with their spiritual fathers, an OCF retreat featuring Fr. Michael Nasser, 
and the Canon of St. Andrew of Crete.  The Clean Monday Retreat was truly a 
great opportunity for the HCHC community to begin Great Lent on the right 
note.             
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Following our participation in the Day of 
Prayer, Father Michael Nasser (pictured 
left) led a two-session retreat entitled, “Jedi 
Training for Spiritual Warfare.” Through 
the use of important clips from the Star 
Wars Saga, Father Michael demonstrated 
the importance of spiritual guidance and a 
healthy relationship with a spiritual fa-
ther.  Father Michael further emphasized 
the proper relationship one ought to have 
with their confessor and how this is such a 
unique and special relationship. His talks 
were interactive and he encouraged ques-

tions throughout.  The discussion was excellent preparation for this 
period of Holy Lent where we are encouraged to recommit ourselves to 
the spiritual fight against our passions and to grow closer in a rela-
tionship with Christ.  
 Every winter, OCF hosts several college conferences where stu-
dents have the opportunity to hear from speakers and share in fellow-
ship with Orthodox young people from around the country.  Though 
we here at HCHC are blessed with an Orthodox community of our 
own, Hellenic College Holy Cross students can take advantage of the 
larger OCF network, especially here in New England. I encourage you 
to come to the next Coffee House, hosted by the OCF of HCHC at Holy 
Resurrection Orthodox Church.  I hope that you too will all get to ex-
perience Orthodoxy through OCF, to grow and share with brothers 
and sisters in Christ across the country. For most Orthodox college 
students, the relationships they build with their Orthodox friends will 
be amongst the richest of friendships: one bonded by their mutual 
love of Christ and His Church.    
  


