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Missions Trip to Guatemala |Ambassadorship of Orthodoxy 

HCHC Clean Monday  

Retreat 
 

     President Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou, pictured right,  

addressed the HCHC community for the annual Clean  

Monday retreat.  
 

     Father Nick said, "My dear friends, is not the very first 

call to us the call of the social gospel ... commencing with 

love for God—and for all of God's people? Is not the social 

gospel a call to extend our greatest resources, our highest 

degree of energy, and our most profound intellectual ability 

toward health and peace for all people: of any race or  

nation, in wealth or poverty, young or old, woman or man, 

learned or unlearned, sophisticated or unsophisticated,  

righteous or unrighteous! We are all the children of one  

     Every evening there were prayer groups and  
church services, sometimes with a band playing! 

Then, on the third leg of our trip we went to 

Nueva Concepcion, the home of the Orthodox 

School. This is the town from which Fr. Andres 

directed the life of the church for many years.  

He is buried on the church compound, which 

also houses poor children from the orphanage 

and villages who are studying at the school.  
 

      From remote villages, humble churches and 
where there is the greatest need, we find the 

“least of the brethren,” and where we are  

supposed to be as a Church.  The church which 

thrives and grows is the one that offers service 

and love to its people.  This thought is the  

mission which all of us who came had in mind. 

     We support our hermanos and hermanas as 

they grow in their Orthodoxy and spread the 

word of God.  We encouraged them with our 

presence and our garbled Spanish, but that did  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not matter to them.  Their offering to us was 

much more than what we could offer to them.   

In actuality, they had honored us with their juice 

made from beautiful homegrown flowers, their 

gatherings and hospitality.  They ate beans and 

rice, but cooked for us their chickens.  Their 

smiles and hugs were big and heartfelt!         
 

  -Diaconissa Vicki Cassis 

   vickicassis@sbcglobal.net  

God."  
 

     He called the 

community to be 

extreme in  

compassion, 

prayer, and serenity 

of spirit.  

Annual Simulated Society Edifying 
Brookline, MA - On March 1, 2014 Dr. Timothy Patitsas and his Social 

Ethics class held their annual Simulated Society (SIMSOC) in the 

Archbishop Iakovos Library and Learning Resource Center. SIMSOC is a 

rigorous simulation taking place over a seven hour period, and broken 

down into one hour sessions.  

     Students are split into four teams, which represent different parts of the 

society. According to its rulebook, the goal of SIMSOC is "to help the 

basic group to which you belong to achieve its goals, and to see to it that 

the society as a whole is a success." With that in mind, we must  

congratulate this year's class as they failed miserably. Not only did they 

fail to achieve any objectives set forth, in the later rounds the society had 

devolved so much they were unable to continue. In all the years  

Dr. Patitsas has been running it, this was the first time a class has actually 

crashed the society. 

     But it is not all bad news, as the simulation is setup to cause struggles 

and force its participants to think about how the behavior of individuals 

and groups effects those in other parts of society. In the end ,made for a 

very edifying post-game discussion where everyone walked away feeling 

like they learned something about themselves and the role their actions 

play in the greater society. 

    -Dan Triant, Holy Cross Seminarian 

    Our Mission Trip to Guatemala was more like 
an Ambassadorship of Orthodoxy.  Our brothers 

and sisters, in Spanish, hermanos and hermanas 

greeted us with love upon seeing us whether we 

knew Spanish or not.  We experienced their 

hearts filled with piety and devotion to Christ.  

Their hugs, generosity and love toward us were 

evidence of that. 
 

     With the recent death of their spiritual leader, 

Fr. Andres Giron, the Guatemalans are not alone 

in their quest to be Orthodox.  Our visit was a 

great comfort to them.  Fr. John Chakos met us at 

the airport and traveled with us explaining  

customs and the area.  We visited Huehuetenango 

where Sts. Peter and Paul Seminary and Centro 

Apostolico lies.  We were able to join the villages 

at a catechetical seminar there in the foot of the 

mountain.  Fr. Evangelos hosted us at his very 

large parish in Aguacate and we got a real taste of 

Orthodoxy, Guatemalan style.  
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Message from the     

Student Government 

Association 

Dear Fellow Students, 
 

     As we approach the middle of 

Great Lent and the middle of the 

semester, we are  

undoubtedly faced with many 

struggles and challenges. These 

challenges not only concern our 

course readings and papers, but 

are also associated with the  

increase rigor of our prayer lives 

and our chapel services. Though 

we may initially see things such 

as our academic workload and 

our increased prayer life as  

taxing, it ultimately helps us in 

our spiritual lives and our  

academic preparedness. 
 

     We are aided in the coming 

week by the sign of the precious 

and life-giving Cross. Here we 

see the Cross not as a sign of 

pain, but as a sign of strength. We 

see the Cross not as a sign of loss, 

but as a sign of gain. It is through 

the power of the Cross that we are 

given the strength to continue the 

race so that we may experience 

the magnificence of Christ’s  

resurrection. 
 

     It is my sincerest hope and 

prayer that as we approach the 

Sunday of the Cross that we see 

the sign of the Cross as a sign of 

everlasting joy since “through the 

Cross, joy has come in all the 

world”. May it be for you a 

weapon of peace, a guiding light, 

and a gate to Paradise. Praying 

that you all have a blessed  

remainder to your Lenten season. 

  

          I remain, in Christ,                         

                                                               

         Michael Mercado 

         SGA President 
 

     Paul was living on the streets as a homeless person in Boston. (His real name isn't Paul.) One day, 
he heard about the “Open Door Soup Kitchen” ministry at Holy Resurrection Church and came to get 
some food. He was deeply moved by the kindness shown to him and never forgot it. When he later 
found steady work, he decided to keep coming—but this time he came as a volunteer, dedicated to 
serving his fellow human beings. This true story of life-changing hospitality is what the "Open Door" 
ministry is all about. 
 

     The S.L.C. encourages you to sanctify a Monday evening by volunteering at the “Open Door Soup 
Kitchen”.  Amazing persons, stories, and experiences await you. To sign up, please contact John Miller 
at jmiller@hchc.edu. Furthermore, the S.L.C. would like to remind you that it is never too late to join 
the Synaxis Patristic Book Club (csiskos@hchc.edu) or P.R.O.S.C.H.O.M.E.N. Bible study group 
(tcherpas@hchc.edu). All three ministries are great way to deepen the experience of your Lenten  
adventure. 
        Cheers, 
        The SLC 

    Spiritual Life Committee | Open Door Soup Kitchen 

Campus Activities Board | End of the Year Fun 

Married Student Association  

     On Sunday Feb. 23rd, the MSA hosted Bishop John, Antiochian Bishop of Worcester and New England, for 

a workshop on "The Unique Challenges of Raising Children in a Clergy Family."  We enjoyed many laughs as 

he shared personal narratives to illustrate aspects of his own three "PK's" growing up in a clergy family.  Among 

other helpful topics, we learned about boundaries, making deliberate choices with our time, and  

priorities.  Bishop John was so generous in sharing his valuable lessons and time with us.   

     In other news, we are mega excited for thawing snow (for many reasons!) as it will finally be possible to 

work on completing the repairs to the Married Housing grill area.  We will let everyone know when it is  

finished and available for use by the HCHC community.  Post-Pascha burgers? Ribs? Bbq? Brats?  Yes, 

please!!  Also, mark your calendars for Sunday, April 6th - we'll be having another "Swap" (kind of like a free 

garage sale) and would like to open it up to the community.  More on that later!  Blessed Lent and Happy 

Spring, y'all!     

        -Stacey Ehmer 

          MSA President 

     Mark your calendars! CAB is known for its end of the year hilarity, competitions and fellowship. Please be 

sure to mark your calendars so you don't miss out on all the fun!  
 

April 24 at 8 PM: Third Annual Chamby's Awards Show (Nomination ballots were sent to all students via 

email. Get to voting!) 
 

May 1-3: Tournament of Champions 
   

May 4: Spring Panigiri 
 

May 11 at 9 PM: Boat Cruise 
 

May 17 at 6:30 PM: Graduation Dinner Dance 
 

     If you have any questions regarding these events, please email me at aloutsion@hchc.edu. Can't WAIT to see 

you there! 

        -Alyssa Loutsion 

             MDiv Candidate      

HCHC Community         

Announcements 
 

Congratulations to 

Jimmy and Shelly 

Tsikouris on the  

baptism of their  

daughter Despina! 
 

God bless you all! 

HCHC Intramurals  

Basketball Intramural  

Playoffs will begin this 

week.  The  Men's League 

will begin their playoffs on 

March 26th.  The Women’s 

League will go straight to a 

championship game.   
    
 

Come and join in on the fun! 

 
 

      -Andrew Athanasiou 

       Holy Cross Seminarian 

Pictured Left: CAB’s J.P. 

Licks Ice Cream Social 

and Open Mic Night held 

on March 1, 2014. 


