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“The 2012 Byzantine Studies Conference  

provided us with a wide range of very interesting 

presentations to choose from.”   
 

 

     HCHC students were invited to attend the Byzantine Studies  

Conference free of charge.  Many students took full advantage of this  
generous opportunity to grow in their knowledge of Byzantine Studies.  

One HCHC student, Nektarios Edgecomb, had this to say about the  

conference:  "The 2012 Byzantine Studies Conference provided us with a 

wide range of very interesting presentations to choose from.  It's  

unfortunately always the case that one can never attend all the  

presentations one finds most interesting! But those which I attended were 

always thought-provoking, and often fascinating."  Thank you to HCHC 

and the Mary Jaharis Center for Byzantine Art and Culture for hosting this 

historic conference.     

                -Jarrod Russell, Holy Cross Seminarian 

November 20, 2012                    Brookline, Massachusetts 

38th Annual Byzantine Studies Conference  

Hey Everyone, 
 

     At the beginning of last week, Dino 

Koutroubas told me that his friend 

Alexis in Staten Island was  

coordinating relief efforts at Holy  

Trinity – Saint Nicholas Greek  

Orthodox Church in Staten Island. She 

told him what they needed and we 

started fundraising and donating as a 

community.  All together, we raised 

$1,895 and that isn’t counting what has 

been given in trays at the chapel the 

past two weeks.  It was beautiful to see 

our community pull together so quickly 

to respond to our neighbors in need.   

     On Friday night, Fotis Papiris,  

Peter Romanovsky, Dino Koutroubas 

and I went shopping for supplies at BJs 

and the Home Depot.  When we got to 

BJs, we each grabbed a cart and went 

through the aisles together getting 

things from our list.                                        

We bought about 1,000 diapers, 10 

mops, 6 brooms, 60 flashlights, 100lbs 

of dog food, 100lbs of cat food, 12  

bottles of rubbing alcohol, 192 AA  

batteries, 48 D batteries, 2,000 rubber 

gloves, 1,600 baby wipes, 12 gallons of 

bleach, 9 gallons of Pine-Sol, 128 

carpenters bags, 180 towels, 190 

masks, 25 pairs of leather work gloves, 

and 7 roles of duct tape.   

     On Saturday morning, Peter  

Romanovsky, Jennifer Cowles, Dino 

Koutroubas (pictured to the right), and 

I went to Staten Island with $1,105.35 

of supplies and a $300 check to the 

Church for relief efforts in the wake of 

hurricane Sandy.  We will also be  

making a donation to the Archdiocesan 

relief account and the Metropolis of 

New Jersey Philoptochos, which has 

also been helping those in need in the 

wake of this storm.   

     When we got to Staten Island, we  

were taken 

aback to see 

the total  

destruction 

that  

happened  

in the  

neighbor-

hoods  

nearest to 

the shore.  

Homes were knocked over, burned 

down, moved across the street, and 

were so damaged by flooding that they 

needed to be totally gutted.  Cars were 

marked on the windows by insurance 

companies, thrown over fences, moved 

into yards, and totally destroyed.   

Emergency vehicles and military 

trucks were going through the 

neighborhoods like a war zone.  Some 

of the schools are still closed because  
 

                continued to the back 

Hellenic College Holy Cross and the  

Mary Jaharis Center for Byzantine Art and  

Culture recently hosted the 38th Byzantine 

Studies Conference.  Dr. Maria Kouroumali, 

the Chair of the Local Arrangements  
Committee and Director of the Mary Jaharis 

Center for Byzantine Art and Culture,  

described this event as “the largest annual  

gathering of academic Byzantinists in North 

America and Canada and one of the  

largest internationally.”  Between November 1 and 4, approximately 250 

academics from around the globe visited the HCHC campus for the  

presentation of 75 academic papers, the first showing of a new collection 

of Greek, Roman, and Byzantine objects, and a concert by the HCHC  

Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir conducted by Archon Protopsaltis 

and former HCHC professor Photios Ketsetzis. Notably, three members of 

the HCHC community, the Very Rev. Dr. Joachim Cotsonis, Dr. Stamatia 
Dova, and Fr. Maximos, presented academic papers. 

A High Note of the Byzantine Studies Conference 

As a part of the ongoing 75th Anniversary celebrations, Hellenic  

College Holy Cross hosted the 38th Annual Byzantine Studies Conference 

earlier this month.  The “high note” of the Byzantine Studies Conference 

was heard on Saturday night when renowned professor of Byzantine  

music Archon Protospaltis Photios Ketsetzis joined the St. Romanos the 

Melodist Byzantine Choir as guest conductor for a concert of Byzantine 

Ecclesiastical Music.   

     Mr. Ketsetzis was Professor of Byzantine Liturgical Music at Hellenic   

College Holy Cross from 1992-2010.  Mr. Ketsetzis was also a featured   

soloist, singing a setting of “Σὲ ὑμνοῦμεν...” Of Mr. Ketsetzis’ performance  

with the Choir, Professor Grammenos Karanos, the choir’s director as 

well as the current Professor of Byzantine Liturgical Music commented, 

“Archon Protopsaltis Photios Ketsetzis is a living legend in cantorial    

circles.  Not only did he leave an indelible mark on our community in 

the 20 years he taught at Holy Cross, but also generations of cantors in 

Greece and around the world grew up listening to his recordings and 

being taught by his mastery of the art and his ethos.  It was an honor 

and a blessing to have him back at the school to direct the choir and 

chant in the Chapel, and I fervently hope he will visit us again soon!”           
        

              -Dean Kokanos, Holy Cross Seminarian         

HCHC Relief Efforts for Hurricane Sandy | a SGA Message    
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 Open Door Soup Kitchen 4:45 PM Thanksgiving Break Begins 2PM  

  

   

  Campus Activities                                

Board 
 

This Fall (and, at times, already 

wintery) season was highlighted 

with CAB's annual Fall Fest two 

Saturdays ago.  Students, spouses 

and children all came out to  

enjoy the festivities.  This past 

week, we enjoyed the Election 

Day Party as well.  Thanks to all of 

you who were able to come out 

to enjoy these fellowship  

opportunities on our campus. 
 

Looking ahead, 

CAB's next  

major activity will 

be our New York 

Trip.  This event will take place on 

Saturday, December 1st.  We will 

depart from campus in the school 

vans at 6am, and return by 12  

midnight.  This is a great  

opportunity to see New York City 

all decorated for Christmas, and 

spend time with your friends.  Stay 

tuned for details.  CAB would like 

to wish everyone safe travels for  

Thanksgiving, and enjoy the  

holiday, wherever you are. 

On November 9th the Church celebrates the memory of a saint “who has 

appeared in recent times”, St Nektarios of Pentapolis. The saint reposed in 

1920 after a life, not without controversy, of dedicated service to the 

Church. After serving only one year as a Bishop in Cairo, St Nektarios was 

removed from his position due to the jealousy of some of the Egyptian 
clergy over his popularity amongst his flock. This persecution was then  

followed by time as the Director of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School in 

Athens, and ultimately retirement at a monastery which he founded on the 

island of Aegina. 

     The healing Grace of the Holy Spirit is made manifest through  

St Nektarios’ relics. It is to this fact that I would like to draw attention. Last 

year, the Chapel received, as a gift, the wonderful blessing of relics of  

St Nektarios. These relics are kept in the reliquary next to the left chanter’s 

stand. During both the Vespers service and the Divine Liturgy on November 

9th, these relics were processed in a festive manner, and the faithful were 

afforded the blessing to venerate them. 

     I would like to point out the very concrete participation of the Holy Cross 

Chapel in the liturgical celebration of St Nektarios. His relics are a recent gift, and thus November 9th was the 

first time that they had been processed in the Chapel. The faithful were the first to receive these relics, which for 

us “[have] appeared in recent times” (as we chant in St Nektarios’ Apolytikion). And, the faithful venerated the 

saint’s relics while the chanters proclaimed, “You drive away the demons, and you heal the diseases for those 

who faithfully approach your relics divine, O Saint”. These two verses from St Nektarios’ Apolytikia from the 

liturgical life of the Church were made active in the daily life of the Holy Cross community through the recently 

revealed presence of St Nektarios’ healing relics.        

              -Panagiotis Boznos, Holy Cross Seminarian, Ecclesiarch  

    Saint Nektarios of Pentapolis |a Message from the Ecclesiarch  
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they still don’t have power.  One local 

elementary school we passed is being 

used as a morgue because the death 

toll continues to rise; one house we 

walked by as we were handing out 

supplies had two bodies found in it the 

day before. 

     In all of this horror and  

destruction, I did however see the 

Body of Christ, working as each part 

together to heal itself.  The Greek 

Orthodox Church in Staten Island 

that we were working with had so 

many supplies and not enough hands 

to give them out. A Muslim relief 

group centered in Manhattan had too 

many hands and not enough supplies, 

somehow they heard about the 

Church and came to us in a U-Haul to 

get supplies out to people in need in 

Queens.  How beautiful it was for me 

to see the parable of the Good  

Samaritan played out in reality on 

Saturday and then to hear it in  

Liturgy on Sunday. 

     Thank you all for all that you do, 

thank you for giving to those in need, 

thank you. 

 

                              With Love in Christ, 
 

                              Andrew J. Pavlakos    

               SGA President 

Important Dates to Remember 

  Fall Fest Flag Football Mashup  

Photos courtesy of Olenka Zharsky 

Fab Five pictured below left to right: Mary 

Robinson, Theophani Damianakis, Maria 

Bregianos and Xrista Christopoulos 

 

Players not pictured: Vasiliki Gluszcz and 

Mary Royal 

 


