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On Earth as it is in Heaven: Putting Orthodox Theology and Ecology into Practice 
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     The Mary Jaharis Center for  

Byzantine Art and Culture recently 
sponsored a two-day trip to  

Washington, DC for HCHC students 
and their families. Director Brandie 

Ratliff led a group of approximately 
30 students on a tour of the  

exhibit Heaven and Earth: Art of 
Byzantium from Greek Collections 

at the National Gallery of Art.  
 

     The exhibition, which will run 

through March 2, 2014, features 
recognized masterpieces alongside 

newly discovered and previously 
unpublished objects from recent  

archaeological excavations in 
Greece - among them mosaics,  

HCHC Students Visit Heaven and Earth 

     On November 11th, 8 students from Holy 

Cross attended the Orthodox Fellowship of the  

Transfiguration conference “On Earth as it is in 

Heaven: Putting Orthodox Theology and  

Ecology into Practice.”  
 

     Dr. James Hansen, director emeritus of 

NASA and His Eminence Archbishop  

Demetrios offered the keynotes of the  

conference, held at Saint Sophia Greek  

Orthodox Cathedral in Washington, D.C. I  

represented Holy Cross on the student panel. 

My paper, entitled Orthodox Psychology:  

Humanity’s Relationship with Creation, lay at 

the intersection between three areas of study: 

psychology, theology, and ecology.  
 

     I argue that the relationship between  

icons, manuscripts, jewelry and  

ceramics.  
 

  Divided into five thematic  
sections, the exhibition explores 

the coexistence of paganism and 
Christianity, spiritual life in  

Byzantium, secular works of art 
used in the home, the intellectual 

life of Byzantine scholars, and the 
cross-influences that occurred  

between Byzantine and  

Western artists before the fall of 
Byzantium. 
 

   -Melanie Pappas 

    Assistant Director of Admissions 
    and Webmaster 
 

                   Photos also courtesy of Melanie Pappas 

humanity and creation is made authentic by  

experience. Through the usefulness of  

psychology, we can understand the mental 

health     benefits of  

encountering the  

created world. Through the 

truth of our faith, we      

understand the ultimate  

benefits of this encounter, 

as a means of  encountering 

the grandeur of God.  
 

    Referencing contemporary 

psychology research, it is understood that 

the experience of creation enhances our  

vitality. While the environment is often  

framed to be an extreme and polarizing 

concern of modernity, the Orthodox 

Church holds the environment within the 

precious God given gift of creation. Saint 

Athanasius is among the countless  

fathers and mothers of the Church who 

communicate the significance of  

creation, “[God] provided the works of  

creation as a means by which the Maker 

might be known.”  

 

     -Danielle Xanthos 

      Holy Cross M.Div. Candidate 
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Divine Compassion 

Conference 

      “Patience and respect for 

the poor is sacramental.  God 

and humans love and wish to 

be loved,” said Fr. Roberto 

Ubertino as the keynote 

speaker at The Divine  

Compassion Conference:  

Orthodox Christians in  

Service of ‘Perfect Love’.  

Father Ubertino is a priest in 

the Carpatho-Russian  

Diocese of the USA for 20 

years and founder of St. John 

the Compassionate Mission 

in Toronto, Canada.  He also 

began St. John’s Bakery, 

Thrift Store, and Family & 

Children’s Programs.  
 

     Fr. Ubertino reminded us 

that eleos, meaning mercy 

and to “be like God”, is  

having mercy and  

compassion come from deep 

inside us, to see faces of the 

poor as the face of Christ.  

With patience, we are to  

follow Christ’s ministry of 

mercy in our lives. Our Lord 

asks us to be compassionate 

to help the sick, the poor, the 

women, the outcasts, and all 

those forgotten and in need.  

Through the church and  

society we are called to open 

our arms. 
 

Among other speakers, His 

Eminence Metropolitan 

Methodios of Boston of the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America spoke on the 

eleos of God through  

Scripture. His Grace Bishop 

John of the Antiochian  

Archdiocese enlightened us 

along with His Grace Bishop 

Gregory of Nyssa, Primate of 

the Carpatho-Russian  

Orthodox Diocese of  

America. After each session 

at the conference, small 

groups were formed to reflect  

     Congratulations to the Blue Team from the Men's League and Team A from the Women's League on  

winning their respective championship games.  

     The Blue Team, made up of Captain Michael Sergakis, Andrew Athanasiou, Andrew Calivas, Matthew 

Jouthas, Demi Klonaris, and Yianni Sarris defeated the Orange Team on 11/15/13 in a game that went down to 

the wire, finally ended by Sarris' 4th Down and Goal interception.   

     Team A, made up of Captain Mary Robinson, Maria Bregianos, Xrista Christopoulos, Theophani 

Damianakis, Sarah Hunt, and Maryssa Mavrides, won their championship on 11/19/2013 against Team B with 

stellar defense at the end of the game, with an Interception Return for a Touchdown, followed by an ensuing 

Safety. 

        -Andrew Athanasiou 

             Holy Cross Seminarian 

    HCHC Intramurals| Flag Football Championship Winners 

Campus Activities Board | New York City Trip 

     A big thank you to everyone who came out on Saturday for Karaoke and Sorbet! What a 

talented group we have here at HCHC. Our next event will occur on December 7, and it is our 

annual New York Trip!  

     Students will have the opportunity to ride for free in the school vans and have a day in New 

York City to do as they please. CAB is looking for 2 people who would be interested in driving 

the vans for this trip, stipend included. If interested in attending and/or driving, please email 

me to reserve a spot at aloutsion@hchc.edu. Space is limited!  

       -Alyssa Loutsion 

        Holy Cross M.Div. Candidate 

Married Student Association | Dr. Stephen Muse 

     This past weekend, the MSA with the generosity of  

Leadership 100 hosted a dinner and presentation featuring 

the distinguished and gifted Dr. Stephen Muse.  His  

message was rich with hope, honor, and love for  

marriage.  Among other things, he helped us understand 

how prayerful vulnerability to our spouses enriches the 

beautiful journey of marriage.   

     The MSA would like to thank CAB for such a  

Cabulously fun Fall Fest!  We would also like to thank the 

Ambassadors for organizing the Saints & Sweets night! 

   -Stacey Ehmer, MSA President 

    staceyehmer@gmail.com  

and discuss related topics.  The conference was  

co-sponsored by Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 

School of Theology, the Greek  

Orthodox  Metropolis of Boston and Saint  

Catherine’s Vision, a Pan-Orthodox  

association of women theologians and other 

servant lay-leaders. The conference was 

held November 14-16, here on the Hellenic 

College Holy Cross campus. 
 

  -Diaconisa Vicki Cassis 

        vickicassis@sbcglobal.net 

 

Pictured Left:  His Eminence Metropolitan  

Methodios of Boston with speakers and  

participants at the conference. 

   Photo courtesy of Linda Ducas. 

mailto:aloutsion@hchc.edu
mailto:staceyehmer@gmail.com
mailto:vickicassis@sbcglobal.net

