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Fall Fest Fun | Pumpkins, Balloons, Pies—Oh My! 

  

     The Spiritual Life Committee is offering two new ministries this year. 

The first ministry is the S.E.M.I.N.A.R.Y. Film Club: Spiritually Edify-

ing Movies Involving Nascent Adult Religious Yearnings.  The first 

meeting featured Groundhog Day.  

     The film inspired edifying discussion regarding repentance, service, 

and the meaning of life. The film also led us to ponder how human be-

ings often make the same mistakes over and over again before learning 

from them. In the future we are planning on viewing and discussing The 

Matrix, The Empire Strikes Back, and Indiana Jones and The Last Cru-

sade.  

     The second ministry is the P.R.O.S.C.H.O.M.E.N. Bible Study Group: 

Prayerfully Reading the Original Scriptures Continuously to Help  

Orthodox Mentally Energize their Nous.  We have finished the prophecy 

of Joel, and are now exploring the Book of Tobit. We have been amazed 

by the depth and beauty of those books of the Bible which normally do 

not receive as much attention from us.  

     We encourage any person interested in either ministry to contact  

Ted Cherpas or Dino Koutroubas to learn about our next meeting(s).  
 

     -Ted Cherpas 

       Holy Cross Seminarian 

  Spiritual Life Committee  
Hayrides, cider, donuts and beautiful apples are 

what you get after apple picking at Honey Pot Hill 

Orchards. It was a colorful tree-lined ride to the 

orchard in Stow sponsored by 

CAB on October 5 for all  

students and families on that 

lovely Saturday afternoon.  

     Dwarf apple trees were great for the children to 

reach as they grow to only 8 feet tall. Then there were 

giant trees with ladders nearby to reach some of the 

well picked trees. Delicious apple trees were marked 

off not to pick as of yet. There were MacIntosh,  

Cortland, and Macoun apples, some so large it didn’t 

take long to fill the ten pound bag.   

On the winding drive 

out of the apple farm 

was a pumpkin patch. WOW! We could 

have stayed all day! 

             -Vicki Cassis 

                 vickicassis@sbcglobal.net 

  Apple Picking| It’s Fall!  

Photos courtesy of Anastasia Ioannou 

Photos courtesy of Evan Karantonis 
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      Campus Activities                                

Board 
 

     We're back!! First and foremost, 

we as CAB would like to thank  

everyone who has participated in 

our events thus far. Between the 

Panigiri's epic feast and dancing, 

Paintball's stealthy moves, and  

Apple Picking's delicious  

(and healthy!) treats, we've had a 

blast with you all.  

Our next event will be 

the Fall Fest, one of 

the semester's biggest  

parties! Here, we will 

have inflatable  

obstacle courses,  

a moon bounce, face 

painting, pumpkin decorating,  

a petting zoo, and tons of delicious 

fall treats for all ages.                 

    Also, it's not too late to join 

CAB! Whether you want to be on 

the committee or have an awesome 

idea, please feel free to contact me 

at aloutsion@hchc.edu. We meet 

Thursdays opposite the SGA at  

7 PM on the second floor of the 

classroom building. Hope to see 

you there!      
             -Alyssa Loutsion  

             Holy Cross M.Div. Student                                        

Fellow Students, 

 

As we enter the midterm period of the of semester, I would like to thank each and every one of you for making 

the Holy Cross Chapel such a beautiful place to worship with your unique presence. Even after years at Holy 

Cross the mystery that takes place when we come together in daily worship is beautiful and awe inspiring.  

Nevertheless, anytime people come together there are challenges. It is for this reason that I ask that everyone 

remain mindful of their neighbors when we come together. Especially as the weather begins to change, let us be 

mindful to not leave our coats and personal items in the nave or the narthex, but rather to place them in the  

coatroom upon entering the Chapel. As always everyone is reminded to please refrain from sitting in the stasidia 

which are reserved for faculty, clergy, and alumni. I look forward to celebrating the great feasts of the rapidly 

approaching Nativity season with you all, and also wish you good strength and endurance in our contest for 

Christ. 

      -Anastasios Theodoropoulos 

       Ecclesiarch 

       Holy Cross Chapel 

    Holy Cross Chapel | A Message from the Ecclesiarch Married Student 

Association 
     Malaysian-Singapore Airlines?  

Modern Stone Age?  Nope...we're the 

Married Student Association!   

     Our purpose is to address the 

unique circumstances of seminary 

families on and off campus,  

including supporting social, physical, 

spiritual, familial, & marital needs.    

     Some of the events we've enjoyed 

this semester include a Welcome 

BBQ, the ongoing and very fruitful 

Wives Group, the Baby-Tot Music 

Group, and our Fall Marriage Retreat 

led by Fr. Jim and Pres. Donna 

Pappas.   

     Some of our upcoming fall events 

include Friday Potlucks, a retreat with 

Dr. Steven Muse, an evening with 

Pres. Kerry and Fr. Harry Pappas, a 

progressive community meal, and a 

winter/spring clothing swap.   

     We are very interested in looking 

for ways to lovingly welcome single 

students beyond the chapel walkway, 

into the "villages!”  If you have any 

MSA questions, the need to borrow a 

nice oven for baking maple pumpkin 

cookies, or ideas for "mixers"  

including married and single  

students, please let us know!   
  

           -Stacey Ehmer, MSA President 

            staceyehmer@gmail.com  

Student Government Association | A Message from the SGA President 

My Fellow Students, 
 

     Our Lord tells us in the Gospel of John, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit” (Jn. 15:1-2). This stark reminder of our collective union with Christ encourages us to 

constantly be mindful of our current and future vocations. Since we are all branches of the true vine 

and are called to serve, then we must do so not just at any one point in our respective ministries, but 

throughout our life-long ministry. Therefore, we must enrich our current ministry as students by 

serving our school—our Alma Mater. Volunteering to help for different events and becoming in-

volved in this community is one major way in which we can give back to our school and to each 

other, so that we may abide in the vine of Christ in order to bear even more fruit.   
 

     We should avoid becoming entangled in a sentiment of doing merely that which is the minimum 

requirement. Instead, we should allow our desire and zeal to serve Christ shepherd us to serve our 

school. Take the example of Christ who, “…for the joy that was set before Him, endured the 

Cross” (Hebrews 12:2) that through the Cross, joy might come into the world. So too are we charged 

to serve Him in such a manner that through bearing this small cross in His service, we might be joyful 

in His name.  
 

     This service, however, is not limited to those of us who are seminarians nor is it limited to those 

who are studying theology; rather, it includes our entire community—students, faculty, and staff. For 

no degree of separation, whether it be based on field of study, marital status, gender, jurisdiction, age, 

or whether one is a student or non-student, should divide our community from the common goals 

which we all hope to attain which is community together in the service of Christ and His Church.  
 

     It is my hope that as the SGA President and together with the Executive Board of the SGA, we will 

serve you all to the best of our abilities. I pray each of you continues to have a good year filled with 

many blessings and joy.  

     In Christ,  

     Michael Mercado 

     SGA President 

Would you like to be part of the Crossword team?   

 Would you like to be a guest writer?   

  Would you like to share your pictures with us?   
 

If yes, please email us at newsletter@hchc.edu  

or visit the Office of Student Life. 
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