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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Summer used to be a quiet time on the Holy Hill, but not anymore! Over the last
few years, our campus has been a hive of activity from right after Commencement
to right before students arrive for the fall semester. The summer of 2018 tops them
all and will surely go down in HCHC history as one of the most memorable, thanks
to our first-ever special event for more than a thousand Clergy-Laity delegates on
July 3.

If you were fortunate enough to be here that day, you heard and saw in person
just what an extraordinary place this is for intellectual and spiritual growth, and
you surely realized how vitally important HCHC is to the future of Orthodoxy in
America. If you were not able to join us, I hope that the story and pictures on the
following pages will give you a vivid sense of how the day unfolded and make you
want to visit us and support our mission. I also urge you to encourage the young
(and not so young) people in your family and parish to consider studying here. You
have heard me say this before, but let me say it again: Hellenic College Holy Cross
is the ONLY Orthodox Christian college, school of theology, and seminary in the
Western Hemisphere.
Great things are happening here, and you will learn about many of them in this
issue. We want you and all faithful Orthodox Christians to be part of our sacred
journey toward a bright future.
God bless you always!
In His Service,

Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, DMin
President
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CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS

A HISTORIC DAY ON THE HOLY HILL
Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology hosted a special day for delegates to the 44th
Clergy-Laity Congress on July 3, 2018. More than a thousand delegates, some with their families, traveled from
Congress headquarters at the Boston Marriott Copley Place Hotel to the school's 52-acre campus overlooking
the Boston skyline.

The highly successful event was historic on two levels, both because
it was the first time ever that the school had welcomed such a large
gathering and also because HCHC traces its origins to the Clergy-Laity
Congress of 1935, which was also held in Boston. It was there that
His Eminence Archbishop (later Patriarch) Athenagoras presented
the then-radical idea of establishing a Greek Orthodox theological
school in America. That the school not only came into being but has
flourished for more than eighty years against all odds demonstrates
the eternal truth of this Congress's theme: "All thing are possible to
the one who believes in Christ."
Despite the unprecedented logistical challenge of providing a
stimulating and rewarding experience for so many visitors on
a single day, HCHC's administration, staff, faculty, and students
worked together for months prior to July 3 to ensure that everything
would go smoothly and every guest would return home with a new
appreciation for this unique institution.

The visiting delegates were divided into five groups, with morning
programs exclusively for members of the Greek Orthodox Ladies
Philoptochos Society. Both clergy and lay delegates attended the
afternoon programs, which included a breakout session for Hierarchs
and clergy.

HCHC's President, Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, was introduced
by Board of Trustees member and alumna of the school Theodora
Vaporis, Esq. In his welcome to the delegates, Fr. Metropulos shared
plans for the school's robust future and presented a short, inspiring
video. When he asked how many of those present were visiting HCHC
for the first time, hundreds of hands went up. Surveying the huge
crowd, Fr. Metropulos said, "It is time for Hellenic College Holy Cross
to become a household word" and "As the school goes, so goes the
Church in America"—statements that were greeted with thunderous
applause.
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Delegates attended a variety of programs designed to give them a
broader understanding of HCHC. "Envisioning Our Future" afforded
them the opportunity to hear a panel of clergy alumni and current
faculty members describe how the school forms students holistically
for lives of service to the Church and the world. Attendees also
asked questions of the panelists and shared their own hopes for the
future of the school and Orthodoxy in America. "A Call for Support"
featured current students, recent alums, officers of the Alumni
Association Board, and faithful donors sharing testimonies about
the many ways in which financial support for the school furthers
the education and spiritual formation of Orthodox Christian leaders.
"Bringing Theology to Life" brought together two of HCHC's most
distinguished scholars in Holy Cross Chapel to offer their thoughts on
the importance of theological education and the need to sustain and
develop it for future generations. V. Rev. Dr. Maximos Constas, Senior
Research Scholar at Holy Cross, made the point that "...our students
are your children. They are here for you, to prepare themselves to
serve you...We need an educated clergy and an educated laity." Dr.
Lewis Patsavos, Professor of Canon Law Emeritus, who taught at
Holy Cross for forty years, also stressed that "...this school is ours—
yours and mine."

Those present for one of the afternoon sessions in the Chapel had the
additional blessing of being addressed by His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios, Geron of America, who spoke eloquently about the
school's unique contribution to Orthodoxy in America. His Eminence
also led prayers at the graves of the three beloved Hierarchs of
blessed memory who are buried behind the Chapel: His Eminence
Archbishop Iakovos, His Excellency Metropolitan Silas, and His Grace
Bishop Gerasimos.
At an afternoon session exclusively for Hierarchs and clergy of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, many thought-provoking ideas about
the future of theological education at HCHC were presented and
discussed. The school's administration and faculty will take the
valuable input from that session into consideration as they develop a
new vision for the future.

Reflecting on the historic gathering, Fr. Metropulos said, "It was a
pleasure for all of us—the trustees, administration, faculty, staff, and
students—to welcome our beloved Hierarchs and over a thousand
clergy and lay Congress delegates to campus, the vast majority of
whom were visiting for the first time. We hope this is the beginning
of a stronger relationship with the faithful of the GOA as we seek to
grow our only institution of higher learning."
Photos by Caroline Alden Photography. See more online at
hchc.smugmug.com/Clergy-Laity.
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SUMMER PROGRAMS

ANOTHER BUSY SUMMER AT HCHC
Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and Holy Cross
welcomes participants from all Orthodox jurisdictions, not only
GOA, for a week of instruction in the essential elements of diaconal
ministry.

The Pappas Patristic Institute offered its eleventh annual Summer
Patristic Studies Program, a unique opportunity for participants to
study and discuss classic texts of the early Church through smallgroup study and lectures by leading patristic scholars. Although
geared primarily to students of theology and religious studies at all
levels, the program is open to anyone with an interest in learning
more about the Church Fathers.
Our campus has been alive with all kinds of programming this
summer, beginning right after Commencement with the Kallinikeion
Institute's intensive month-long courses in beginning and
intermediate Modern Greek for students from HCHC and other
schools. Classroom language study was complemented by excursions
off campus—conducted entirely in Greek, of course.
The Diaconate Program brought to campus a group of individuals
from all walks of life who want to serve their parishes as deacons.
This educational and formational initiative of the Holy Eparchial

Training Laborers for the Lord is a five-day program designed for
Orthodox of all jurisdictions to enhance their knowledge of the Faith
and enrich their spiritual lives. This summer's offerings consisted
of two courses, "An Introduction to Orthodox Spirituality," taught
by V. Rev. Dr. Maximos Constas, and "Reading Scripture Through the
Church Year," taught by Dr. Bruce Beck.

Last but certainly not least, the hugely popular CrossRoad Summer
Institute for high school juniors and seniors once again offered two
ten-day sessions at HCHC and, for the first time, added a third session
in Chicago.

ST. HELEN'S PILGRIMAGE 2018
St. Helen’s Pilgrimage is an annual rite of passage for our School
of Theology juniors and seniors that visits holy sites in four
countries: Israel, the Palestinian Authority, Turkey, and Greece. This
year, through the generous support of the St. Helen’s Pilgrimage
benefactors, 25 students made the trip, which began on May 20
with prayers in Holy Cross Chapel led by HCHC's President, Rev. Fr.
Christopher Metropulos. Dr. Bruce Beck led the Holy Land portion
of the Pilgrimage. Then Dr. Menios Karanos received the students in
Constantinople and kept them under his watchful eye until the end of
their Modern Greek studies in Thessaloniki on June 23. This year the
group was blessed to have the young daughters of Zach and Sophia
Swanson along on the trip, and “from their mouths came perfect
praise” (Ps 8:3).
The Holy Land is the perfect place to begin, since the earliest sites
of veneration and worship of the Christian faith are there. It was
in Jerusalem and throughout the region that St. Helen directed the
building of churches in sites to which the oral tradition (along with
signs from Heaven) gave witness. Traveling first up to the Sea of
Galilee at Tiberias, our students heard about the translation of the
relics of St. Savas from Italy back to the monastery that bears his
name by Metropolitan Kyriakos of Nazareth, one of the fortunate
delegates chosen by Patriarch Benediktos of Jerusalem to accompany
the relics back to Israel in October 1965.
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Read more about the 2018 St. Helen's Pilgrimage online at
www.hchc.edu/about/news/news_releases/pilgrimage-2018.
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FACULTY NEWS

TRANSITIONS IN THE OFFICE OF THE DEANS
Dr. Demetrios Katos and Dr. James Skedros have stepped down
from their positions as Deans. Dr. Katos (MDiv 1994) became Dean
of Hellenic College in 2011, Dr. Skedros (ThM 1988) Dean of Holy
Cross in 2014, but both have held faculty appointments considerably
longer and will continue to teach at HCHC. Dr. Katos is Professor of
Religious Studies at Hellenic College and Dr. Skedros is the Michael G.
and Anastasia Cantonis Professor of Byzantine Studies at Holy Cross.
Esteemed by their HCHC colleagues and by their peers in academia,
Drs. Katos and Skedros have brought and will continue to bring the
highest standards of pedagogy and scholarship to the classroom.
Speaking on behalf of the entire community, HCHC's President,
Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, has expressed "deep gratitude for
their exemplary service as Deans and collective pride in their many
accomplishments."
A comprehensive search for worthy permanent successors to Dr.
Katos and Dr. Skedros will be conducted over the next year. In the
meantime, two of HCHC's most distinguished professors will serve as
interim Deans, ensuring a seamless transition of leadership.

Dr. Bruce Beck has been appointed interim Dean of Hellenic College,
where he is Director of the Religious Studies program. He is also
Assistant Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross and Director of
the Pappas Patristic Institute.

Rev. Dr. Thomas FitzGerald has been appointed interim Dean of
Holy Cross. Fr. FitzGerald, an alumnus and past Dean of Holy Cross,
is Professor of Church History and Historical Theology. He has also
represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate at numerous ecumenical
dialogues and interfaith discussions over many years.

As Fr. Metropulos has commented, "The willingness of these two
distinguished professors and scholars to take on the additional
responsibilities of academic administration during this transition
speaks volumes about their commitment to our school and our
students."

FACULTY UPDATES
REV. DR. EUGEN J. PENTIUC has been appointed the first Archbishop Demetrios Professor of Biblical
Studies and Christian Origins at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. The Jaharis Family
Foundation has funded the position in honor of His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America,
providing resources for the teaching of biblical studies and the promotion of research and scholarship in this
field.
Fr. Pentiuc joined the Holy Cross faculty in 1998 and became a tenured professor of Old Testament and
Hebrew in 2009. He is a prolific author currently under contract with Oxford University Press for a book
titled Hearing and Seeing the Scriptures: Liturgical Exegesis of the Old Testament in Eastern Orthodox
Tradition.
Dr. James C. Skedros, former Dean of Holy Cross, describes Fr. Pentiuc as "an internationally recognized
scholar known for his deep erudition and passionate love for the Word of God...He has brought great honor
to Holy Cross and is well deserving of this appointment."

DR. NICHOLAS GANSON has been appointed Assistant Professor of History at Hellenic College. A highly
respected instructor and scholar, he taught part-time at the College from 2011 to 2016 and has held the rank
of Visiting Assistant Professor since 2016.
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STUDENT PROFILES

MEET ALEXANDRA DRECHSLER
HELLENIC COLLEGE CLASS OF 2018
Alexandra was accepted at eight
colleges—no surprise to anyone
who knows this exceptional
young woman. At her high
school in Naperville, Illinois,
she had excelled at pretty much
everything, earning multiple
academic honors, playing in the
chamber orchestra, and winning
varsity letters in cross country
four years in a row. Someone
with such broad interests and
talents might well have chosen a bigger school than Hellenic
College.

"Coming here meant that I wouldn't get to do a lot of the things
I had loved in high school," she acknowledges. "Saying no to all
those other places was very hard. But saying yes to Hellenic
was ultimately very easy." Asked why, she flashes a radiant
smile and says, "Orthros." While on campus for the CrossRoad
Summer Institute for high school juniors and seniors, Alexandra
had delighted in going to Chapel twice a day. "I had never
experienced anything like that, and I fell in love with Orthros.
And I wanted to be a missionary but knew I would need practical
skills for that."

While at Hellenic, from which she just graduated with highest
honors, Alexandra majored in Elementary Education and
minored in Religious Studies. She earned her Massachusetts
teaching license and substitute-taught in Boston public schools
with mostly poor, non-white students. And she was able to
express her love of music and the Church as a devoted member
of the St. Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir.

Alexandra also spent a good deal of time away from campus
having two very different but equally extraordinary
experiences, both of which she describes as "life-changing and
awe-inspiring." She volunteered for several months at Faros tou
Kosmou, a shelter for homeless boys and community center in a
crime-ridden slum of Thessaloniki. Soon after, she found herself
on Crete as one of the very few women assisting at the Holy and
Great Council.
Alexandra has come full circle this summer, serving on the
CrossRoad staff, and is about to begin an AmeriCorps VISTA year
of service at Reconciliation Services in Kansas City, Missouri. A
pan-Orthodox nonprofit organization offering a broad range of
services to those battling poverty and related issues, it is "the
perfect place for me to combine the things I can do with the
things I care about most."

MEET SRDJAN MAKSIMOVIC
HOLY CROSS CLASS OF 2018

By the time Srdjan Maksimovic made
the short walk to the stage to receive
his Master of Theology degree with
highest honors from Holy Cross in
May, he had already come a very long
way—intellectually, spiritually, and
geographically. Although born in the
Serbian capital of Belgrade, Srdjan grew
up in Bosnia-Herzegovina because
of the civil war then fragmenting the
former Yugoslavia. The family endured
those difficult, disruptive years largely
through their strong faith.

"I was always interested in the Church," he recalls, "so when I was
about 13, I decided to go to [a high school-level] seminary and was
there from the age of 14 to 19. I was able to go home only twice a
year." He then earned a Bachelor of Divinity degree from St. Sava
6

Serbian Orthodox School of Theology in Illinois and wanted to stay
in the US for graduate school. "I chose Holy Cross partly because
it's a member of the BTI [Boston Theological Institute] and because
Boston is such a major academic center. I knew I would flourish
academically."

What Srdjan didn't expect was "such a fantastic personal
experience. I will definitely miss being with so many great people
here, including all the children who are such a joyful presence on
campus. They have been like role models to me in how to live each
day. As Plato said, studying should be a joyful journey."
Srdjan is about to begin the doctoral program at Fordham
University. "My dream is to become a deacon and a professor,
like my father." Asked where that dream might take him, he says,
"That's not important--the important thing is to serve the Church
wherever I can."
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THE TELOS PROJECT

HCHC’S TELOS PROJECT HOSTS KICKOFF
CONSULTATION
The Telos Project, a five-year project dedicated to discovering new ways of engaging young adults ages 23–29 in Orthodox
parishes, recently hosted its first annual three-day consultation. Thanks to a $1.5 million grant from the Lilly Endowment
Inc. to HCHC's Office of Vocation & Ministry, the Telos Project is supporting the development of young adult ministry at 14
pilot parishes across the country.

After months of initial team-building and exploratory exercises
designed to help them get to know the young adults in their
communities, representatives from Telos pilot parish teams
gathered for three days at a hotel near campus to network
with one another and learn new ways to engage young adults
in their parishes.
The participants were welcomed by Dr. Ann Mitsakos
Bezzerides, Director of the Office of Vocation & Ministry, then
led by Telos Project Director Jenny Haddad Mosher in an
exploration of truths from the Orthodox tradition that have
fed the vision for the Telos Project. Attendees moved on to
consideration of the realities of young adult life that have
emerged most strongly in their initial engagement of young
adults through community mapping and conversations. There
was an announcement of the new grant opportunity available
for pilot parishes: $24,000 over three years with a matching
component in the second and third years.
Participants were guided the next day through a ministry
design process by Mark Moraitakis, Senior Director, Customer
and Market Insights, Chick-fil-A, and Sophia Linebaugh, an
industrial designer and 2010 alumna of the OVM's very
successful CrossRoad summer program for high school
juniors and seniors. The objective was to design outreach to
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young adults that would meet observed real needs. Teams
later reconvened to use the design process in the context of
their own parishes and begin discerning how to use the new
funding.

The consultation concluded with team representatives being
asked to establish first steps in teaching the design process
to the rest of their teams back home and beginning the grant
application process. They were also asked to share their key
impressions from the consultation. Rev. Fr. John Touloumes,
Protopresbyter at Holy Trinity Church in Pittsburgh and
a graduate of Holy Cross, said, “I’m really thankful and
enthusiastic to see excellence in ministry embraced, promoted,
and put into practice in this very synergistic combination of
clergy and dedicated young adults...You have really instilled in
us the confidence that, in Christ, when we go out, we can do
this.” Anne Castrodale, a team member from St. John Church in
Memphis, said, “I’m grateful to have had this opportunity for us
to come together to get the tools, contacts, and confidence to
build something exciting for our young adults and ultimately
for our parishes, because if we succeed, this is going to help
everybody. This is going to help Orthodoxy in America.”
More information about the Telos Project is available at
www.teloscommunity.org.
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HCHC NEWS

26TH ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC A GREAT SUCCESS
The 26th annual Hellenic College Holy Cross Nicholas J. Bouras Memorial
Golf Classic is always a much-anticipated highlight of the summer and this
year's sold-out event may well have been the very best ever.

The maximum capacity of players gathered at the lovely Kernwood
Country Club in Salem, Massachusetts, on July 16 for a full day of golf on
the championship course designed by the great Donald Ross. Before teeing
off, they were presented with lavish gift bags and had a chance to socialize
at a buffet brunch. The golfers later enjoyed grilled chicken and Greek
sausage on the course. Over 150 guests filled the clubhouse at the end of
the day for a reception with open bar, followed by a surf and turf dinner in
the clubhouse, live auction, and raffle.

The Golf Classic is a wonderful combination of fellowship and philanthropy
in which everyone is a winner, especially our students, whom the proceeds
support. We are so grateful to our generous friends who have ensured the
success of this event for more than a quarter of a century.

Photo by Caroline Alden Photography. See more online at
hchc.smugmug.com/Golf-2018.

HCHC RECEIVES MAJOR GIFTS FOR HOLY CROSS CHAPEL
Holy Cross Chapel is the crown jewel of the Hellenic College
Holy Cross campus, essential to the spiritual lives of all
members of our community for more than half a century. Now,
thanks to the generosity of benefactors who understand the
Chapel's central importance in the life of our school, the jewel
will soon glow even more brightly.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cotros of Memphis, Tennessee, have
earmarked their gift for the completion of the iconography in
the Chapel in honor of Rev. Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou, beloved
former HCHC President.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Johnson of Denver, Colorado, have
also made a major gift specifically to enhance the Chapel's
appearance through the construction of a new bell tower and
restoration of the dome and the roof.

The construction of the Chapel was funded by GOYA (the
Greek Orthodox Youth of America) at the urging of His
Eminence Archbishop Michael of blessed memory and was
dedicated to him and to all those who came to America and
brought the Orthodox Faith with them. The first services
were held there during graduation in 1963. Built through the
generosity of young people across America, the Chapel has
been the spiritual home of every HCHC student ever since,
not to mention countless others who have been drawn to
worship in that sacred space.
Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos, HCHC President, speaks for
all who treasure the Chapel in saying, "We are profoundly
grateful to Charles and Connie Cotros and to Michael and Kay
Johnson for their gifts, which will in turn give the gift of new
life to Holy Cross Chapel."

HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS
50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445
Phone: 617.731.3500 Fax: 617.850.1460 Web: www.hchc.edu
Bookstore: holycrossbookstore.com
HellenicCollegeHolyCross
HCHCBoston
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