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PRESIDENTIAL NEWSLETTER

It's all about the students!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It hardly seems possible to me and perhaps to you 
that the year is almost over and with it the fall 
semester at Hellenic College Holy Cross. The old 
saying is that time flies when you're having fun, but 
I would say that it also passes quickly for those, like 
our wonderful students, who are fully engaged—
heart, mind, and soul—in purposeful work and daily 
worship.

As the year draws to a close, we on the Holy Hill 
look back at all we have accomplished individually 

and collectively in 2018. At the same time, we look forward with keen anticipation 
to a new year and a new semester. But first, like all faithful Christians, we look 
forward to the Nativity, the glorious birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that 
transformed the world in an instant and transforms our lives every single day. 

Let us marvel at the miracle of the Nativity and its promise of salvation for all who 
believe. Let us greet the Christ Child with grateful and joyful hearts. As we exchange 
festive greetings and gifts, let us remain ever-mindful of the greatest gift of all.

With love in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos, DMin
President
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ADMISSIONS FALL OPEN HOUSE A GREAT SUCCESS

A record number of prospective students from as far away as Arizona 
and Florida traveled to our campus on Saturday, October 13, for the 
annual Fall Open House hosted by the Department of Admissions. 
The visitors, many of whom came with parents or friends, mingled 
informally with faculty and staff over a continental breakfast before 
being welcomed officially by Rev. Fr. Gregory Floor, Director of 
Admissions and a Holy Cross alumnus, who then introduced HCHC's 
President, Rev. Fr. Christopher Metropulos. Fr. Christopher assured 
the prospective students that "we look at the whole person here. God 
wants you to do great things in your lives and we blend faith and 
learning here like no other school."

After more welcoming remarks from Dr. Bruce Beck, interim Dean 
of Hellenic College, and Rev. Dr. Thomas FitzGerald, interim Dean of 
Holy Cross, audience members learned about the admissions process 
and financial aid before attending stimulating mini-classes offered 
by faculty of both schools. They were also given an overview of the 
impressive academic and athletic partnerships with larger topnotch 
schools that are opening whole new worlds of opportunity to HCHC 
students. 

For many, the high point of the morning was time spent in Holy Cross 
Chapel—which fittingly occupies the highest point of the Holy Hill—
listening to glorious Byzantine hymns chanted by current students 
and learning how campus life is enriched immeasurably by daily 
worship as a community. A lively panel on student life followed, 
as did student presentations about their life-changing internship 
experiences. After lunch, all of the visitors were warmly encouraged 
to stay on for HCHC's annual Fall Fest, which offered fun for all ages.

HCHC EVENTS
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Our Hellenic College Holy Cross community celebrated Oxi Day with 
two very different but equally notable events during the week leading 
up to October 28, the day itself. Oxi Day, observed throughout Greece, 
Cyprus, and the worldwide Greek diaspora, commemorates Greece's 
rejection on October 28, 1940, of Italy's ultimatum that Axis forces 
be allowed to enter Greek territory or else face war. Prime Minister 
Metaxas responded with a single word: "Oxi" ("No").

The first campus event was hosted by Holy Cross Bookstore, which 
was festooned with Greek flags, and featured songs and poetry offered 
by students, some in colorful Greek costumes. The audience of fellow 
students, faculty, and staff greatly enjoyed the performances and 
joined in the singing of the Greek and American national anthems.

The second event was a poetry reading by the award-winning Greek-
American poet and translator George Kalogeris. Professor Kalogeris 
is Director of the Classics Minor and Co-Director of The Poetry 
Center at Suffolk University. The reading, hosted by Hellenic College's 
Classics and Greek Studies Program, took place in a venue never 
before used for a literary event: the Archbishop Iakovos Collection 
on the top floor of the Library. That magnificent space proved the 
perfect setting for the reading and discussion of exceptional poetry 
rooted in poignant memory and Greek identity.

HCHC CELEBRATES OXI DAY

HCHC EVENTS

OTSA HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING AT HCHC 

The Orthodox Theological Society in America held its 
annual meeting on our campus from Thursday, October 
18, until Saturday, October 20. The theme for this year's 
gathering was "Liturgy and the Arts." 

The Thursday afternoon session featured presentations 
on "Perceiving Beauty: Architecture, Drama, and 
Philosophy." The evening's faculty panel was moderated 
by Rev. Dr. Philip Zymaris, Assistant Professor of Liturgics 
at Holy Cross, and focused on the question of "What is 
the place, and what is the function, of Sacred Arts in an 
Orthodox Theological School?" Friday morning sessions 
addressed "Approaches to Liturgy and the Arts" and 
"Women and the Diaconate." Two of the presenters at 
the latter session, Dr. Teva Regule and Dr. Valerie Karras, 
are graduates of Holy Cross. The afternoon program 
began with an exploration of "Marriage, Childbirth, and 
Liturgy" and continued with a panel discussion of The 
Orthodox Reality: Culture, Theology, and Ethics in the 
Modern World, a new book by the theologian Dr. Vigen 
Guroian. Participating in the panel was Dn. Perry Hamalis, 
a Holy Cross graduate. The annual Florovsky Lecture was 
delivered that evening by Dr. David Bentley Hart, whose 

theme was "Beauty and Judgment." The final session 
on Saturday morning considered "Liturgy, Worship, and 
Questions for Today."

The purpose of the Orthodox Theological Society in 
America is to promote and coordinate the work of 
Orthodox theology, cultivate fellowship among Orthodox 
theologians and those engaged in related disciplines, 
serve as a resource for the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States, and engage non-
Orthodox theologians interested in Orthodox theology.
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MISSIONS WEEK 2018

An annual highlight of the fall semester is Missions Week, co-
sponsored by the Missions Institute of Orthodox Christianity at 
HCHC and the student-run Missions Committee. Invited missionaries 
from around the globe spend a week on campus speaking in classes 
and interacting with students. The week, which began this year on 
October 29, is capped by the annual EFOM (Endowment Fund for 
Orthodox Missions) Lecture.

The 2018 speaker was Rev. Fr. Edward Rommen, an OCA priest and 
adjunct professor of theology at Duke University Divinity School in 
Durham, North Carolina. Fr. Rommen has written a number of books 
related to church growth and inculturation, his most recent title 
being Into All the World: An Orthodox Theology of Missions. The theme 
of his lecture at HCHC was "The Mission of the Church." During his 
time on campus, Fr. Rommen gave several other talks, met informally 
with students, and also preached at Vespers each evening.

The Missions Institute of Orthodox Christianity, directed by Rev. 
Fr. Luke Veronis, promotes a vibrant missionary consciousness 
among students and seminarians in the United States. By offering 
missiological courses, mission practica, special programs, and 
events, the Institute helps future Church leaders understand the 
centrality of missions, evangelism, and outreach. The intent is to 
inspire students to participate in and to develop such ministries in 
their future pastoral work.

HCHC EVENTS
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HOLY CROSS PROFESSOR LEADS RENEWED  
OCAMPR ORGANIZATION
The Orthodox Christian Association of Medicine, Psychology, 
and Religion (OCAMPR) had a record turnout of more than 150 
registrants, including a number of HCHC students, for its 2018 
Annual Conference, held November 8-10 at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center in Somerset, New Jersey. The theme of the conference was 
“Compliance and Resistance: Discerning the Spirit.” Dr. Philip 
Mamalakis, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care at Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology, serves as President of OCAMPR, which 
"has seen a resurgence in the past five years," he says. OCAMPR is an 
approved organization of the Assembly of Canonical Bishops of the 
United States.

This unique interdisciplinary conference yearly brings together 
Orthodox helping professionals for fellowship and continuing 
education. The 2018 program included plenary talks by Dr. Helen 
Theodoropoulos, Dr. Halina Woroncow, and Dr. Renos Papadopoulos, 
offering different perspectives on the conference theme. There 
were more than thirty workshops, papers, and presentations, as 
well as exhibitors from across the United States. Dr. Mamalakis was 
"delighted to see such a large turnout of students and seminarians, 
along with therapists, chaplains, clergy, physicians, and theologians."
 
Reflecting on the experience, Vasilios Panagopoulos, a second-year 
undergraduate seminarian at Hellenic College, says, "It gave me the 
opportunity to learn how Orthodox professionals in psychology and 

medicine apply their faith to what they do and think about how I 
can apply what I learned there when, God willing, I become a parish 
priest." Catherine Holder, a junior in the Classics program, says, "You 
don't have to be involved in medicine or psychology to benefit from 
participating in the conference because so much of what we learned 
is universally applicable."

FACULTY NEWS

PROFESSOR HONORED AT MAJOR PUBLISHING EVENT

En Plo Publishing, the largest 
Christian book publisher in 
Greece, held a one-day event 
celebrating the publication 
of the Greek translation of 
Parenting Toward the Kingdom 
(Ancient Faith, 2016) by Dr. 
Philip Mamalakis, Assistant 
Professor of Pastoral Care at 
Holy Cross. The event was 
part of the seventh Annual 

Exhibition of Orthodox Christian Books, held November 
2-5 in Athens, Greece. 

The day included a presentation by Dr. Mamalakis and 
six talks by internationally recognized Greek theologians, 
therapists, and clergy highlighting aspects of Dr. 

Mamalakis' work and recognizing its significance for the 
Orthodox Church. George Bilialis, co-founder of En Plo, 
said, "This exhibition, and in particular the one-day event, 
exceeded all our expectations. Hundreds of young people, 
couples, professionals, teachers, and clergy attended to 
hear about the work of Dr. Mamalakis.” Vasilis Argiriadis, 
Managing Editor of En Plo, added, “We are delighted 
to see the faculty of Holy Cross publish works that are 
directed at the contemporary life of Orthodox. This book 
has been extremely popular and we anxiously await Dr. 
Mamalakis’ next publication. These are the publications 
that our people are looking to read and that we are 
interested in translating and publishing.” 

The English edition of Parenting Toward the 
Kingdom is available from Holy Cross Bookstore  
(www.holycrossbookstore.com or 800-245-0599).
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Rev. Dr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, Archbishop Demetrios Chair of Biblical 
Studies and Christian Origins at Holy Cross, Rev. Dr. John Behr, 
Georges Florovsky Distinguished Professor of Patristics at St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary, and Dr. George Kiraz, founder and director of 
Gorgias Press, recently met for the second time to discuss the next 
steps toward producing a Pan-Orthodox Study Bible (POSB), of 
which they are the general editors. 

At the meeting, which took place at the Beth Mardutho Syriac 
Institute headquarters in Piscataway, New Jersey, on October 25, 
the three general editors decided on the main vision and structure 
of this important Bible project in which five Orthodox communities 

(Eastern/Byzantine, Syriac, Armenian, Coptic, and Ethiopian) will 
meet around the unifying Word of God, celebrating the differences 
and similarities of multifaceted Orthodoxy. This study Bible project is 
well-rooted in the ancient interpretive traditions of various Orthodox 
communities. Aural (liturgical material and patristic comments) 
and visual (iconography) material included in beautifully designed 
boxes throughout the entire text will back up the succinct theological 
commentaries on each biblical pericope. 

Fr. Eugen, who worked on the Orthodox Study Bible (Thomas Nelson 
Press, 2008) as a general editor, noted: “As an Orthodox biblical 
scholar and Scripture professor, I am truly thrilled to see our POSB 
continuing, deepening, and extending in scope and content the 
previous OSB efforts and achievements. The great contribution of 
POSB lies with the textual basis, an excellent English translation 
of the Old Greek (Septuagint) Bible, while showing the significant 
textual differences carried by various textual witnesses. The biggest 
challenge for the general editors will be to identify a common ground 
in various theological-spiritual-pastoral readings of the Scriptures, 
so that the Orthodox Eastern and Oriental find themselves at home. 
I pray and hope that our POSB will contribute substantially to 
Orthodox unity.”  

More details about the exciting project are expected in the coming 
months.

Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
and Suffolk University's Sawyer Business School have signed a 
partnership agreement whereby Hellenic graduates who have 
majored or minored in Business Management and meet Suffolk's 
admission standards can qualify for any of six accelerated master's 
degree programs at Sawyer. Those accelerated programs lead to the 
following degrees: Master in Business Administration (MBA), Master 
of Science in Accounting (MSA), Master of Science in Finance (MSF), 
Master of Science in Business Analytics (MSBA), Master of Science in 
Marketing (MSM), and Master of Management Studies (MSM).

Through this partnership, Hellenic students may be able to apply 
up to 15 credits from their Hellenic undergraduate degrees toward 
these accelerated master's degrees. This could mean earning a 
master's degree in half the time it would usually take, thus saving 
each student a semester or potentially a year of tuition. Additionally, 
the partnership allows Hellenic students to acquire the foundational 

business and Orthodox leadership skills taught by our scholar-
practitioners before moving into topnotch master's programs to fine-
tune specific skills such as accounting, finance, business analytics, 
marketing, and more.

Sawyer Business School, in the heart of downtown Boston, was 
founded in 1937—the same year as Holy Cross. With its globally 
focused curriculum and international faculty, Sawyer offers our 
business-oriented students the ideal opportunity to expand their 
academic and professional horizons. As HCHC's President, Rev. Fr. 
Christopher Metropulos, observes, "Our agreement with Suffolk is 
the latest step in our ongoing efforts to create strategic partnerships 
with larger institutions that can provide the broader range of 
programs, degrees, and professional pathways that our students 
richly deserve."   

More details about the project are expected in the coming months.

REV. DR. EUGEN PENTIUC CO-EDITOR OF  
PAN-ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE

HCHC NEWS

HCHC AND SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY BUSINESS 
SCHOOL ANNOUNCE NEW PARTNERSHIP
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Growing up in Bangalore, India, Anberin dreamed of becoming a 
filmmaker. "Every weekend I would go see art films at a cinema near 
our house and knew very early that I wanted to make films, especially 
documentaries." But she never imagined that her path to realizing 
that dream would take her to Florida, then to Serbia, and ultimately 
to Holy Cross, where she earned a Master of Divinity degree last May 
and has just begun the two-year Master of Theology program. 

Anberin went to the University of Florida to study documentary 
filmmaking. Her thesis film, about a white woman who opposed 
segregation in the Jim Crow South, won a number of awards and 
honors, including being chosen over 150 other films for screening 
during the opening of the Clinton Presidential Library in 2004. 
After graduating with a master's in mass communications, Anberin 
learned that IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) was 
offering an internship in  Belgrade, Serbia, for someone to document 
the organization's relocation of refugees from Croatia to Serbia. 
"They gave it to me," she remembers, "without ever asking me what 
my religion was, and at the time I was not yet Orthodox."

That experience changed Anberin's life personally, professionally, 
and spiritually. "I had planned to go back to India, but I met my 
husband, also a filmmaker, in Belgrade. Through his work, I visited 
monasteries where everyone was so welcoming, so joyful. No one 
tried to convert me, but Orthodoxy began to draw me in. I started 
studying and spending time with a nun who gave me wonderful 
books to read and told me about Mother Maria of Paris. Her story 
was so incredible that I knew I had to make a film about her, but I 
also knew that I couldn't do it without understanding more about 
Orthodox theology. That's what brought me to Holy Cross."

Anberin's film about Mother Maria, "Love to the End," recently had 
its premiere at the Maliotis Cultural Center and is scheduled for 
numerous screenings in the US and abroad. Following the premiere, 
Anberin was inducted as Young Scholar of the Year by St. Catherine's 
Vision, an international pan-Orthodox organization, for her work 
as director and producer of the film. "I feel so blessed to be able to 
share Mother Maria's life with others and to feel her transformative 
influence on my life every single day."

ANBERIN PASHA
BELGRADE, SERBIA "LOVE TO THE END" 

Anberin's film is a fifty-minute documentary 
about Mother Maria of Paris and her powerful 
influence on three contemporary American 
women. Mother Maria, born Elizaveta Pilenko 
in 1891 to an aristocratic Russian family, was an 
intellectual of no religious faith until personal 
tragedy and upheaval during the Russian 
Revolution led her to a radically different 
life and perspective on it in Paris. She fully 
embraced the Orthodox Faith and became a 
nun, feeding and housing homeless Russian 
refugees with the help of her son Yuri and Fr. 
Dimitri Klepinin. When Paris fell to the Nazis, 
they began rescuing Jews. Ultimately, all three 
were arrested by the Gestapo and sent to 
concentration camps, where they perished. 
They were canonized in 2004.

Members of the HCHC community and the 
public filled the Maliotis Cultural Center's 
auditorium to capacity on October 27 for 
the film's premiere. An already very special 
event was further enhanced by the presence 
of Dr. Antoine Arjakovsky, Fr. Dimitri's 
grandson. Based in Paris, Dr. Arjakovsky is an 
internationally recognized scholar active in the 
ecumenical and peace movements. He opened 
the evening with a talk about the Russian 
emigre experience and his work researching 
the religious thinkers among them in Paris 
between the wars. At the conclusion of the 
screening, he joined the rest of the audience in 
giving the film a standing ovation. 

Read more about the film at  
lovetotheend.com.



DEMETRIUS KARATHANOS
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Demetrius loves playing 
soccer. Hellenic College's 
athletic consortium with 
nearby Newbury College, 
through which our students 
can play NCAA Division III 
sports on Newbury's teams, 
was a major factor in his 
decision to enroll at Hellenic 
in September. "It wasn't the 
only factor—my dad, Fr. 
Achilles, graduated from 
Holy Cross in 2005 and his 
close friend and koumbaro 

is Fr. Greg Floor, the Director of Admissions, so I already knew a 
lot of good things about HCHC. But finding out that I could play on 
Newbury's team was really amazing."

Demetrius contacted Newbury's soccer coach when he was 
applying to Hellenic and sent some videos of himself playing soccer 
at his high school. The coach invited him to come play in the pre-
season matches. "I stayed at Newbury for a week before classes 
started here, which gave me a great chance to get acquainted 
with the other players and with the Boston area." The Newbury 
Nighthawks recently won their first New England Collegiate 
Championship and are only the sixth team in Conference history 
to win both the regular season and the post-season championship.

Balancing academic work with sports can be a challenge for 
many student athletes, but Demetrius has been thriving in both 
spheres. He is majoring in Psychology and Human Development 
"because I want to do something to help people. I don't know yet 
exactly what that will be, but there should be more to life than just 
working at some 9 to 5 job. Being at Hellenic helps me think about 
the bigger picture."

HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS
50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445

Phone: 617.731.3500  Fax: 617.850.1460  Web: www.hchc.edu

Bookstore: holycrossbookstore.com

             HellenicCollegeHolyCross

             HCHCBoston 

       HCHCmedia

CENTER SHOWCASES RICHNESS OF BYZANTINE CULTURE

The Mary Jaharis Center for Byzantine Art and Culture 
at Hellenic College Holy Cross recently presented two 
programs exploring different but equally fascinating 
elements of  Byzantine cultural expression.

On November 13, Amanda Luyster gave a talk on 
"English Bodies, Imported Silks: Byzantine Textiles in 
Thirteenth-century England" at the Harvard Faculty Club 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Dr. Luyster shared findings 
from her project documenting and analyzing a largely 
overlooked body of eastern Mediterranean textiles and 
their influence on English works of art. The lecture was 

co-sponsored by the Mary Jaharis Center and the Harvard 
University Standing Committee on Medieval Studies.

A concert on November 17 at Boston's historic Emmanuel 
Church featured music composed for the service of 
Vespers by the fifteenth-century Constantinopolitan 
cantor and theorist Manuel Chrysaphes. The concert of 
ancient psalmody and virtuosic kalophonic chant was 
performed by the renowned Psaltikon Ensemble under 
the direction of Dr. Spyridon Antonopoulos as part of the 
2018 Boston Byzantine Music Festival. 


