
  The 84th  Commencement
      Saturday, May 16, 2026



Events

Orthros
Eight o’clock in the morning

Holy Cross Chapel

Archieratical Divine Liturgy
Nine o’clock in the morning

Holy Cross Chapel

Celebrant
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Commencement Exercises
Following the Divine Services

Twelve o’clock Noon
Maliotis Cultural Center Auditorium



Apolytikion

Σῶσον, Κύριε, τὸν λαόν σου, 
καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου, 

νίκας τοῖς βασιλεῦσι, 
κατὰ βαρβάρων δωρούμενος, 

καὶ τὸ σὸν φυλάττων, 
διὰ τοῦ Σταυροῦ σου πολίτευμα.

Save, O Lord, Your people 
and bless Your inheritance, 
grant victory to the faithful 

against the adversaries of the faith,  
and protect Your people, 

by the power of Your Cross.



Program
PROCESSIONAL

“Pomp and Circumstance”                            Edward Elgar

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
Very Rev. Fr. Bartholomew Mercado, SEOD 

Interim Dean of Students

INVOCATION
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

MUSICAL OPENING 
Χριστός Ἀνέστη / Christ is Risen                        Traditional 
Σῶσον Κύριε / Save, O Lord, Your People             Traditional
Ὕμνος εἰς τὴν Ἐλευθερίαν                      Dionysios Solomos
The Star-Spangled Banner                         Francis Scott Key

 
Holy Cross St. Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir

conducted by Rev. Fr. Romanos Karanos, PhD
Assistant Professor of Byzantine Liturgical Music

SALUTATION
Rev. Fr. Michael Lambakis

Interim President, Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

GREETINGS
Rev. Fr. Mark Leondis

Vice-Chairman, Board of Trustees

Debbie George
President, Greek Orthodox National Philoptochos Society

The Honorable Symeon Tegos
Consul General of Greece

Paulette Poulos
Executive Director, Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund



Program
REMARKS

Nicholas Ganson, PhD
Dean, Hellenic College

Rev. Fr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, PhD, ThD, DD 
Dean, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

VALEDICTORY ADDRESSES
David Twombly

Hellenic College Valedictorian

Rev. Dn. David Karle
Holy Cross Valedictorian

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREES

Citation
Nicholas Ganson, PhD

Dean, Hellenic College

Conferral
Rev. Fr. Michael Lambakis

Interim President, Hellenic College Holy Cross 

Jeannie Ranglas
Doctor of Humanities

Citation
Rev. Fr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, PhD, ThD, DD
 Dean, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

Conferral
Rev. Fr. Michael Lambakis

Interim President, Hellenic College Holy Cross 

Rev. Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne

Doctor of Divinity



Program
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES

Presentation of Candidates

Nicholas Ganson, PhD
Dean, Hellenic College

Rev. Fr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, PhD, ThD, DD 
Dean, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

Conferral
Rev. Fr. Michael Lambakis

Interim President, Hellenic College Holy Cross

Hooding of Graduates
Rev. Fr. Michael Palamara

President, Hellenic College Holy Cross Alumni Association

Paterexhortatory
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Benediction
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Recessional
Ἀναστάσεως Ἡμέρα                         Petros Peloponnesios

Holy Cross St. Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir
conducted by Rev. Fr. Romanos Karanos, PhD

Assistant Professor of Byzantine Liturgical Music



Board of Trustees
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, Chairman

Rev. Fr. Mark Leondis, Vice Chairman

Rev. Fr. Michael Lambakis, Interim President

Rev. Nicholas Anctil, Secretary

Paul Kalamaras, Treasurer

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Nicholas of Detroit

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Savas of Pittsburgh

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Gerasimos of San Francisco

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Sevastianos of Atlanta

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Apostolos of New Jersey

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Nathanael of Chicago

His Eminence Metropolitan  
Constantine of Denver

Nicholas W. Alexos

George Anderson

Spyros Catechis, EdD

Gregory Cokinos

George Demos

Panayiotis Kanelos, PhD

Rev. Fr. Paul Kaplanis

Rev. Fr. Chrysanthos Kerkeres

Rev. Fr. Gary Kyriacou

Frank Mihalopoulos

Mark Moraitakis

George T. Orfanakos

Demetrios Papacostas

William Spell

Timothy Tassopoulos

Rev. Fr. Elias Villis

Stephanie Wilcox

Kathryn B. Yatrakis, PhD

Christine Zeppos, EdD

EX-OFFICIO

Rev. Dn. Gary Alexander, JD, EdD 
Executive Vice President for  
Administration and Finance

Bruce Beck, ThD 
Director of Enrollment

Nicholas Ganson, PhD 
Dean of Hellenic College

Kyle Gilbert  
Chief Financial Officer

Rev. Fr. James Katinas, DMin 
Vice President for Institutional  

Advancement

Presv. Chrysoula Kourkounti 
Executive Director of the  
Maliotis Cultural Center

Very Rev. Fr. Bartholomew Mercado,  
SEOD 

Interim Dean of Students

Rev. Fr. Peter Orfanakos 
Archdiocesan Presbyters Council President

Rev. Fr. Michael Palamara 
Alumni President

Rev. Fr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, PhD, ThD, DD 
Dean of Holy Cross School  

of Theology

Stamatia Dova, PhD 
Hellenic College Faculty Representative

James Skedros, ThD 
Holy Cross Faculty Representative,  

Associate Dean of Holy Cross  
School of Theology



Hellenic College Faculty
FULL-TIME FACULTY

Nicholas Ganson, PhD 
Dean and Associate Professor of History, 

Co-director of the Literature and History Program, 
Co-director of the Liberal Studies Program, 

Director of the New York Life Insurance Company Center for the Study of  
Hellenism in Pontus and Asia Minor

Bruce Beck, ThD 
Assistant Professor of New Testament

Stamatia Dova, PhD 
Professor of Classics and Greek Studies,  

Director of the Classics and Greek Studies Program,  
Director of the Kallinikeion Institute

Erika Prijatelj, PhD 
Assistant Professor and Director of the Psychology and  

Human Development Program

Kathleen Ryan, EdD 
Professor of Literature, 

Director of the Minor in Education, 
Co-director of the Literature and History Program,  

Co-director of the Liberal Studies Program

James Skedros, ThD 
Michael G. and Anastasia Cantonis Professor of Byzantine Studies  

and Professor of Early Christianity

Tone Svetelj, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Theology, 

Director of the Minor in Philosophy,  
Interim Director of the Business Management Program 

Rev. Fr. Philip Zymaris, ThD 
Associate Professor of Liturgics (Holy Cross), 

Interim Director of the Theology Program (Hellenic College)

PROFESSORS EMERITI
John Chirban, PhD 

Professor Emeritus, Psychology

Ellen Lanzano, PhD 
Professor Emerita, Literature and History

Alice McIntyre, PhD  
Professor Emerita, Elementary Education

Aristotle Michopoulos, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, Classics and Greek Studies



Holy Cross Faculty
FULL-TIME FACULTY

Rev. Fr. Eugen J. Pentiuc, PhD, ThD, DD 
Dean, Archbishop Demetrios Professor of Biblical Studies and Christian Origins, 

Distinguished Professor of Old Testament and Semitic Languages

James C. Skedros, ThD 
Associate Dean, Michael G. and Anastasia Cantonis Professor of Byzantine Studies,  

Professor of Early Christianity

Bruce Beck, ThD 
Assistant Professor of New Testament and Director of Enrollment

Rev. Fr. Demetrios Bathrellos PhD 
Associate Professor of Theology

Rev. Fr. John Chryssavgis, DPhil 
Executive Director of Huffington Ecumenical Institute at HCHC, Professor of Theology

His Grace Bishop Joachim of Amissos, PhD 
Director of the Archbishop Iakovos Library and Learning Resource Center

Demetrios S. Katos, PhD 
Professor of Patristics and Religious Studies

Philip Mamalakis, PhD 
Associate Professor of Pastoral Care

Very Rev. Fr. Bartholomew Mercado, SEOD 
Chaplain, Interim Dean of Students, Assistant Professor of Canon Law

Rev. Fr George Parsenios, PhD 
Archbishop Iakovos Professor of Orthodox Theology, Professor of New Testament

Timothy Patitsas, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Christian Ethics

Rev. Fr. Philip Zymaris, ThD 
Associate Professor of Liturgics

PROFESSORS EMERITI
Rev. Fr. Alkiviadis Calivas, ThD  

Professor of Liturgics Emeritus

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Clapsis, PhD 
Professor of Dogmatics Emeritus

Rev. Fr. George D. Dragas, PhD, DD, ThD  
Professor of Patristics Emeritus

Photios Ketsetzis  
Professor of Byzantine Music Emeritus

Lewis Patsavos, ThD 
Professor of Canon Law Emeritus

Rev. Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos, ThD 
Professor of New Testament Emeritus



*with distinction
**with high distinction

***with highest distinction
†Degree to be awarded upon completion of final requirements

Class of 2026
HELLENIC COLLEGE

 
Certificate in Sacred Arts

Noah Robert Green†

Bachelor of Arts

Pavlos Nektarios Blankenstein
Michael Christopher Bramblett
Matthew Nicholas Carroll**
Ambrose (Carson) Clark*
Geoffrey John Dyer**

Joseph Fararji
Noah Robert Green†

Andrew Youssef Hadweh*** 
Nikolas Theodore Kavarakas

Andrew Lambakis 

Andrew Richard Moreno
Konstantinos Prevas*

Nicholas Rakos*†

Thomas Athanasios Seckinger**
Grigorios Seiradakis*

David Michael Twombly***
Peter John Vagelatos*

Lukas Walker*
Felix Nectarios Burr Welch†

HOLY CROSS
 

Certificate in Youth and  
Young Adult Ministry and Leadership

Dr. Konstantinos Douglas
Michael A. Lumbard

Anna Corinne Savvides



*with distinction
**with high distinction

***with highest distinction
†Degree to be awarded upon completion of final requirements

Class of 2026
Master of Theology

Stepheny Antrobus**
Rev. Fr. Matthew W. Conjelko**

Rev. Fr. Constantinos  
Vassilios Economos***

Rev. Fr. Paul Alexander Hunter***

Rev. Fr. Ieronymos Katamadze**
Tarieli Leluashvili***

Nun Chysostomia Christa Pavlick***
Tomislav Savic***

Rev. Fr. Irineos Shengelia**

Master of Theological Studies

Nolen Nathaniel Boe*
Nolan Hugh Brown*** 

Christina Dager*
Constantine Grivoyannis**

Douglas Kasten***

Benjamin Malian***
George J. O’Donnell

Rev. Dn. John A. Pantelis, Jr.***
Hanna Solorzano**†

Master of Divinity

Eric Ambrosius
Gabriel Braskett***

Andrew J. Constantinou*
Rev. Dn. Demetrius Thales Dogias*

Andres Duran
Gregorios Garfield*

Thea Katherine Johnson***
Marko M. Kapetanov***
Rev. Dn. David Karle***

S. Christopher Kotsopulos***†

Vikentios G. Livanos
Rev. Fr. Basil McAfee*** 
George Stavros Miller**

Rev. Dn. Vasilios Panagopoulos**
Nikos Alexander Schwarz

Heathcliffe Nicholas Shin**
Logan Taylor**



Honorary Doctor of Humanities
HELLENIC COLLEGE

JEANNIE RANGLAS

Citation for the Honorary Degree
Doctor of Humanities

As the embodiment of a friend of those in need, a philanthropist, 
and a devoted servant of the Church, you have labored with love 
and leadership on behalf of Philoptochos, Hellenic College Holy 
Cross and the broader Greek Orthodox community. Through 
your enduring commitment to faith, learning, and service, you 
have shaped generations of emerging Church leaders while deeply 
caring for your fellow sisters, brothers, and children in Christ.

With generosity of spirit and heart for service, you have offered 
your talents as a member of the HCHC Board of Trustees, 
getting to know our students and and their families. You have 
held – and continue to hold – National, Metropolis, and parish 
leadership positions with Philoptochos, mentoring countless 
women along the way and nurturing their faith and lives within 
the Church. Moreover, you have selflessly dedicated your time 
to ministries such as ‘Kids ‘n’ Cancer,’ Camp Agape, the Folk 
Dance and Choral Festival and many more.

You have advanced the mission of Christ and His Church with 
courage, zeal, and compassion. For your steadfast faith, your 
transformative generosity, and your inspiring example of Christian 
leadership, we honor you. Thus, Jeannie Ranglas, we are most 
thankful to you for allowing us the singular privilege and great joy 



Honorary Doctor of Humanities

of bestowing upon you our sacred institution’s highest honor, the 
degree of Doctor of Humanities, TIMHΣ ENEKEN.

May your devotion and faithfulness continue to be a beacon to 
all who seek to serve the Lord and His people.

“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Matthew 25:21

BIOGRAPHY

Jeannie Ranglas has dedicated her life to the service of the Greek 
Orthodox Church through visionary leadership, philanthropy, 
and ministry. She is currently in her 16th year as President of the 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco Philoptochos and 
has served for 23 years as a member of the National Philoptochos 
Board of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Under Jeannie’s leadership, the Metropolis of San Francisco 
Philoptochos has expanded impactful ministries including the 
Bishop Anthony Philoptochos Student Aid Endowment Fund, 
providing more than $4 million in scholarships and financial aid 
over 40 years to Hellenic College Holy Cross students from 
the Metropolis of San Francisco. Jeannie’s enduring dedication, 
generosity, and love for Christ and His Church continue to serve 
as a powerful example of faithful leadership and service.



Honorary Doctor of Divinity

HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX  

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

REV. FR. THEODORE 
STYLIANOPOULOS

Citation for the Honorary Degree
Doctor of Divinity

For a life devoted to the Word—studied, taught, proclaimed, 
and lived; for a scholar who has joined intellectual rigor to 
fidelity to the apostolic tradition and the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit; for a teacher who has formed generations of students 
in the depth of the New Testament – its language, its history, 
and its enduring power; for a theologian and bridge-builder, 
integrating patristic wisdom with contemporary scholarship 
and bringing the riches of the Gospel to both academy and 
Church; and for a pastor whose ministry, marked by humility 
and compassion, has borne witness to the Gospel in word 
and in life, having served for decades the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology.

And for one who, having earned a doctoral degree from Harvard 
University and been elevated by His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew to the rank of Protopresbyter of the 
Ecumenical Throne, has embodied in all things the vocation 
of the scholar-priest: to seek truth faithfully, to teach with 
integrity, and to serve with love.



Honorary Doctor of Divinity

Therefore, Reverend Father Theodore G. Stylianopoulos, 
Archbishop Iakovos Professor of Theology Emeritus and New 
Testament Studies, we offer our profound gratitude and count 
it a singular privilege and great joy to bestow upon you the 
highest honor of this sacred institution, the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity, ΤΙΜῆΣ ἝΝΕΚΕΝ.

May your life of priestly devotion, scholarly witness, and 
pastoral service continue to inspire and guide all who seek to 
follow Christ with faith, fidelity, and love.

“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Matthew 25:21

BIOGRAPHY

Rev. Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos is a 1956 graduate of Holy 
Cross who later taught theology and the New Testament at 
the school for more than 40 years. He holds a Master of 
Theology from Boston University and a ThD from Harvard 
Divinity School, and is a prolific author of books and articles 
written throughout his distinguished career. A native of Greece, 
Fr. Stylianopoulos’ family emigrated to the U.S. in 1951, first 
residing in San Francisco before settling in Seattle. In New 
England, he served parishes including Annunciation Cathedral 
in Boston, St. Nicholas in Lexington, MA, St. George in Keene, 
NH and Kimisis in Dracut, MA.



“Let us exalt the Cross of Christ in our lives, 
and lift up our School - with prayers,  

support, and above all, committed students, 
who will carry the Cross on High 

and bring glory to our Lord and God.”

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445
Phone: 617-731-3500 Web: www.hchc.edu


